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The way the funding will work with county and local municipalities is not understood at this point but it seems clear that some kind of increase in 
Liquid Fuels money will be made available. I am sure mass transit will become more of an issue and some funds will go towards multimodal forms of 
transportation. I am not against this type of transportation but it must be self supporting and not a drain on money better spent somewhere else. An 
example of what I would call "misguided funds" is the new Public Transportation Building in Pottsville built two years ago. It is a nice looking building 
and around a dozen busses pull in and out of it each day but in a city the size of Pottsville (population 16,000), it was not needed. What Pottsville 
needed was 15 million dollars of roadwork. Pottsville is typical of a city with major failing infrastructures. In Europe mass transit is a way of life. It was 
in-place hundreds of years ago. Villages, towns and cities are much closer to each other than here in the United States. Americans love their cars and 
our older generation doesn’t stay at home any more. They’re traveling around the countryside, going to the health club or golf course and not just 
sitting home crocheting in a rocking chair.



  

 

2 THE  
BLACKTOP 

PLANT: 
Information 

 provided by Tony 
Kasprzak  

 

 

LIFE AT THE BLACKTOP PLANT... 

 

 
     Its early December as I write this 
and the blacktop plant is still going 
strong. We have exceeded the  
tonnage produced last year by a few 
thousand tons and to date we have 
had no production breakdowns at 
the plant all year.  I am very proud of 
that. 
 
      We had a particularly busy  
November (one of the busiest in 
quite a few years) and if the weather 
holds for another week or two we�’ll 
have a very nice finish to the paving 
season. 
 
     I�’d like to thank the crew at the 
blacktop plant, Lynn Kauffman, Kyle 
Sterner, Kevin Hartberger, John 
Frankhouser, John Kennedy, Jeff 
Neiswender, and AJ McCloskey, for 
their co-operation and a job well 
done. 
 
    I hope everyone has a safe and 
happy holiday. 
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OIL GETTING BURNED BY GAS 
 



  

 

EJB Paving & Materials Field Update by Steve Orischak 
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     Looking at the season I would have never believed we would have been this busy in December.  The weather was a little crazy 
to deal with but we muddled through it.  I really want to thank everyone who gave up their family and hunting time on the  
weekends so we �“as a Team�” could finish our projects for the year.  I�’m speaking for several people and the appreciation comes 
from everyone including our customers.  Your efforts went a long way to keeping our customers happy and getting future work. 

 
     Hillwood Industries are the Project Managers of West Hills Industrial Park.  Most of you know the 
project as New Smithville.  Hillwood and Allan A. Myers have complimented our crews every time they 
talk to me.  I heard words like:  �“outstanding team work�”, �“great professionalism�”, �“highly skilled�”, �“beautiful work�”, and many 
more compliments.  I couldn�’t be more proud of you guys for what you have done.  The pride in your work really shined!  Talk 
about a �“feel good moment�” is listening to a customer praising your employees.  None of this happens without you!! 
 
     Thank you from all of us at TEAM EJB Paving!! 
 
     Happy Holidays! 

ALL PICTURES BELOW: 
Paving base at the Fisher Subdivision in Wernersville.  This is one of 

several jobs EJB Paving performed for Barwis Construction. 
 
LEFT:  The crew headed by foreman Rusty Magee consisted of Terry 
Reinert, Sr., Jim Moran, Chris Gibas, Jesse Hepler and Mike 
Leibensperger.  Here  the crew  is raking around the utilities. 
 

ABOVE MIDDLE TWO PICTURES: 
Behind the wheel of the roller is Jim Moran. 

 
RIGHT: 

Terry Reinert operates the paver as foreman Rusty 
Magee looks over the job. 
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LEFT:   Rusty Magee, Chris Gibas, Terry Reinert, Sr. and Mike 
Leibensperger hard at work on the Met-Ed project. 

LEFT:   
Hard at work are 
Al Tyson, Rod 
Smith, Kevin 
Becker, Don  
Powers, Jeff 
Klopp, John Gibas 
on Route 61. 

RIGHT:   
Cole 

Underkoffler 
operating 
the roller. 

 

 
LEFT:   
Kevin Becker, 
Rod Smith, 
Don Powers 
get the job 
done. 

 

ABOVE:  It �‘s unusual to use two pavers at the same time but if you look 
closely there is a second paver in the background.  It takes a lot of time,  

talent & teamwork which consisted of Randy Sohn, Terry Reinert, Jr.,  
Andrew Miller, Chris Hinkle and Mike Orischak. 

ALL PICTURES BELOW: 
EJB PAVING constructing Phase 1 of the Deer Lake By-Pass/Route 61 for 

HRI, Inc. 

RIGHT:    
John Kennedy, Rod Smith, Kevin Becker, Don Powers 

and Cole Underkoffler lay 25 MM shoulder base. 
 

BELOW:  Rod Smith, Kevin Becker and Jon Gibas prep 
for the job. 

 



  

 

News from Operations, Winter 2013 by John DeMartino 
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     The year is rapidly coming to an end with much more promise than the year began. As you have read in numerous articles, our 
home state of Pennsylvania has finally passed a funding mechanism to provide money for the transportation industry for the next 
several years. While that will hurt all of us at the pumps and increase the cost of doing business which is never good, the  
Transportation Bill will provide the opportunity to improve our aging infrastructure. This improvement is not only critical to the  
economic growth of our State, but as importantly, it is critical to ensure our employees and our families can safely travel on our 
roads and bridges. Another obvious benefit is that the increased funding means more work will be bid and that means more  
opportunities for us as a Company which will hopefully mean more work for all of us.  Additionally, there have been several recent 
articles on a national level discussing the dire lack of funding. This has prompted a movement that is gaining momentum to raise the 
federal gas tax to provide additional funding. The last time the federal tax was increased was approximately 1992 and certainly prices of everything have 
outpaced the funding in addition the fact that less gas is being sold as a result of increased fuel efficiencies in cars and alternate fuels. Money generated 
from the federal increase is distributed to the states to help fund projects and so this too should benefit Breneman and the numerous states we work in. 
 

     We did see an increase in opportunities on the public portion of our business this year and we hope that the increased funding will help us increase our 
business in the various states we operate in. The energy portion of our business was steady this year but we are hoping 
that with the completion of several pipeline projects, gas will begin flowing and demand will increase. As demand  
increases, the gas companies become more active which generally means more work for us. 
 

     As 2013 began, the likelihood of increased funding on a state or national level was not very promising. Now as the 
year closes, we have the state portion done and hopefully, the national portion will closely follow. With funding in place 
on the public side and some stability restored to the gas industry, 2014 looks extremely promising. We are aggressively 
pursuing winter work so that we can begin the New Year with a quality start. 
 

      I would like to thank all the families and employees of E.J. Breneman for their continued commitment to building 
quality projects- safely and to the sacrifices made during the extended stays away from home to complete these  
projects. 
 
      Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all. 

REPRINTED FROM: 
WVEC.com; Posted on October 14, 2013 at 12:13 PM 

 

Paving will create smooth ride on I-264 
NORFOLK-People who drive on the Interstate between Norfolk and Va. Beach should 

have a smoother ride. 

VDOT crews were milling and paving on Interstate 64 and Interstate 264 over the 

weekend and work is expected to continue weekends until the work is complete, 

expected to be in mid-November.  This comes after months of complaints by drivers 

who have dodged potholes on the busy stretch of highway. 

VDOT took over management of daily maintenance on I-64 and I-264 after its contract 

with TME ran out in May. Both VDOT and that company had come under fire after 

about a dozen cars hit potholes in February that had been temporarily patched. Rainy 

weather washed away the work, leaving gaping holes in the road that drivers couldn't 

avoid. 

ABOVE:  Another  beautiful road  partially completed by E.J.  
Breneman using Ultra-Thin process.  The Virginia  TV crew and 
newspaper reported  on the construction while we were still in 

process of repaving the road. 

LEFT:  Sefton Polak puts on the final touch for the Cold-In-Place 
Recycling process.  Amanda almost didn�’t recognize Sefton with his 
big muscles! 
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LEFT:  

Operator Nate 

Schucker with 

foreman Steve 

Drum on another 

Cold-In-Place 

Recycling process. 

ABOVE:  Rick �“Jon Jon�” Jones operates the paver for 

the Ultra-Thin  project in Upper Macungie 
Township. 

LEFT: Rob Jones operates the midland paver as Jason Sockalosky runs screed. 
 
 

BOTTOM LEFT:  Paving the township road is operator Rob Jones with Kyle 
Lenosky on the side, Foreman Steve Clegg and Jason Sockalosky on screed, 
Roy Knieriem, Cisco Alvarado and AJ Sockalosky along the curb. 
 
 

BOTTOM: Operations Manager Roy Knieriem lutes a driveway as Chuck 
Belschwinder runs the roller for the East Earl Township job. 

LEFT:  
This picture shows a 
closer look of our 
paver laying the  
recycle material with 
the roller compacting 
behind.  

RIGHT: 
Foreman Steve Drum 

with the rest of the crew 
Nate Schucker, Bob 

Bracey, John  
Balderrama, Neal  

Maccarone, Sefton 
Polak, Jerry Pellish, Dan 
Sejuit, Billy Austerberry,  

Emory Edwards, Mike 
Beissel, Rick Jones and 

Jackie Stamper  lay fresh 
recycle material for the 

West Virginia job. 
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NEWS FROM OPERATIONS by John DeMartino continued�….. 
     BRIDGE  COMPLETE!!!! 

 

     The year brought the usual number of challenges and new adventures as it seems every year does�…but this year we completed our first bridge! Who 
would have thought it???? 
 

     In May, we installed a temporary bridge on SR 2063 for Southwestern Energy (SWN). That bridge allowed SWN to 
continue their operations during the summer using the one lane temporary bridge. On October 1, we removed the 
temporary bridge and began the construction of the permanent bridge utilizing a new concept of building the  
abutments with a block and fabric system.  This is only the second bridge of its kind in the State of Pennsylvania and 
as a result, we received much interest from Penn Dot during construction. 
 

     Our subcontractor, Gulisek Construction from Pittsburgh, did the actual bridge building while we supplied all of 
the support and project management.  Kevin Templin was our project superintendant and he did an outstanding job 
of coordinating the efforts and keeping our subcontractor on schedule while overcoming several significant issues 
that came up throughout the project. Kevin and Bob Ream really did a great job explaining the process to all  of the visitors who stopped by even though 
we were learning as well. 
 

     We were able to complete the painting and line painting and open the bridge one week early and our client, SWN, was very happy with the overall 
project. 
 

     Now we are looking for another one!! 

LEFT:  From left to right is Kevin Templin, Dean 
Etchberger and John DeMartino with bridge owner 
Southwest Energy Rob Hivner.  Jeff Case, far right, 
from Rettew also joined in for the inspection of the 
bridge work. 

LEFT:  Is the �“before�” shot with the temporary 
bridge installed. 

ABOVE:  Is a picture  after the final paving on the 
permanent bridge was completed. 
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LEFT:  Looks like Chris  Hinkle isn�’t too sure that 
Brian Hamm is behind the wheel!  Just where are 
they driving to inside the shop anyway? 

      
     As 2013 comes to a close the shop is busy preparing equipment for the 2014 season.  We have serviced reclaimers so at the drop 
of a hat we are ready to go. 
 
     We will be doing some major winter overhaul on the Breneman spray paver, the Breneman recycle track paver and the Paving 
10 foot rubber tire paver.  All of the other equipment from recycle mills to 
pavers and rollers to line spreaders and water trucks will also be serviced.  
If anyone has issues with any equipment that wasn�’t reported to be  

repaired call us so we can address it during this down time. 
 
     I want to thank all of the mechanics for working hard to keep the equipment up and running 
and being flexible with all the travel involved with doing your jobs.  Thank you!  I also want to 
thank Kerry Hafer as shop crew leader.  Kerry has learned a lot and did a great job this past 
year.  Larry Orischak has also helped tremendously with the shop parts and with Miller  
Municipal Supply.  Thanks too, Larry, for a good year! 
 
     With the end of the year comes the hunting season, Christmas and New Year holidays.  I 
want to wish everyone success and a Happy Holiday Season! 

Never a dull moment over 
at shop! 

 

LEFT:   
Rich Bassler is performing 
brake work on a company 
car.  Can anyone guess 
whose car it might be? 

 

 
RIGHT:   

Tim Shane with a masked 
Tom Marx are setting the 

liner to weld. 
 

 
BELOW:   

Tim Shane and Tom Marx 
are ready to lift wear liners 
into Roadtec spray paver. 

               SHOP Update by Rodney Treichler 



  

 

10 SAFETY UPDATE  
Tips to Avoid Animal-Vehicle Collisions 

 (reprinted from AAA On The Go November/December 2013 issue) 
 

     Whether a deer, dog, moose or even squirrel, animals on the roadway are unexpected and their actions can be erratic and unpredictable, 
creating a dangerous situation for motorists.  AAA encourages drivers to use caution and remain alert to avoid becoming involved in a  
collision with wildlife.  (This is a MUST read for Mike Polak!) 

     Scan the road and shoulders ahead of you. 
 

     Looking ahead helps provide enough reaction 
time if an animal is spotted.  Also, remember 
some animals move in groups, so when there is 
one, there are usually more in the area. 
 

     Use high beam headlights if there�’s no 
oncoming traffic. 
 

     Wildlife may be spotted sooner when using 
high beams.  This will give the driver time to slow 
down, move over or honk the horn to scare the 
animal away.  High beams also help in spotting 
some animals�’ reflective eyes. 
 

     If a collision is unavoidable, apply the brakes 
firmly and remain in your lane. 
 

      

Swerving to avoid an animal can often cause a 
more serious crash or result in drivers losing 
control of vehicles. 
 

     Be extra cautions at dawn and dusk. 
 

     Most animals, especially deer, tend to be 
more active early in the morning and at dusk. 
 

     Slow down and use extra caution when 
traveling through areas with high and active 
wildlife population. 
 

     Be aware of increased wildlife movement in 
some regions at certain times of the year such 
as hunting or mating season. 
 

     Drives should always wear a seat belt and 
remain awake, alert and sober. 

 

 

Tips to Stay Safe at Work 
 

     Workplace injuries are preventable.  If you are asked to do a task that you think is unsafe you have the right to say NO and refuse to do 
the work.  Here are a few tips to help you stay safe at work.  
 
     1.  Get some training and learn how to identify hazards, manage risks and do the job safely before  
           you start. 
     2.  Ask your supervisor to watch and check that you are doing the job the right way. 
     3.  Speak up and let supervisors know if you think a task is too dangerous or difficult for you. 
     4.  Ask questions and check with supervisors and co-workers when you aren�’t sure or can�’t 
          remember how to do a job safely. 
     5.  Learn what to do and where to get help in an emergency. 
     6.  Always follow the safety rules and procedures. 

     7.  Always wear any personal protective equipment provided by your employer. 
     8.  Report all injuries (minor or major), work health safety incidents and near misses. 
     9.  Look out for and report hazards. 
   10.  Keep an eye on your co-workers especially if they are new to the workplace and don�’t know all the safety issues. 
   11.  Try to get a good night�’s rest before heading into work.  Feeling tired can lead to dangerous mistakes. 
   12.  If you have a safety concern, talk with more experienced workers such as supervisors or co-workers to get some advice. 

 

�“Recalling sad day at Wilson 50 years 
later�….Students from Class of 1964 
and two former teachers at their alma 
mater discuss the shocking news that 
shook the school�”�…. 

as reported in the Reading Eagle,  
Friday November 22, 2013 

on the 50th Anniversary of the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy 

 
 

                             Our own Rod Essig was interviewed: 



  

 

FROM THE SAFETY  
COMMITTEE 

   11 This Month’s  
Technology Tips 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tech tip: E-mail 
 

     If you get a message from 
your bank or eBay about a 

problem with your account, 
it�’s probably a �“phishing�” 

scam. It�’s a fake, designed to 
lure you into typing your 

name and password so the 
bad guys can have it. DELETE 

IT!  
 

     If you are concerned, visit 
the institution�’s web site in 

your browser by  
typing in the address (like 

Citibank.com) �– not by  
clicking on the link in the  

e-mail. 

     Lyn Shay, Safety and Environmental Manager, will be leaving our employment on Friday, December 13th.  We 
appreciate the many years that Lyn spent working with us and wish her the best as she moves on.  We very much 
appreciate the effort and her valuable work in bringing our safety program to a very high level.  
 

     On a temporary basis, we will be putting in place an interim safety professional named Linda Sanchez.  Linda 
comes to us with a good background in her field and I would encourage everyone to help her get started on the 
right foot.  She will be start here at EJB on Tuesday December 10th and will spend the week training with Lyn on 
various topics.  I�’ll introduce Linda around once she is settled in.  The previously mentioned training will also  
involve several other employees within the office.  A schedule will be forthcoming. 
 
Regarding accident claims or any other field issues that arise - Until close of business (5pm) on Thursday,  
December 12th, please report these issues to Lyn Shay through normal channels.  After that time, please do the 
following until further notice: 
 

            For any accidents, field issues, and other items normally reported to Lyn: 
 

 First step:   
 E.J. Breneman, L.P. �– Notify John DeMartino by calling first and then following with an   
 email (610-636-0122 and jdemartino@ejbreneman.com); as before, this must be done  immediately. 
 

 EJB Paving & Materials Co. �– Notify Steve Bright by calling first and then following with an email  
 (610-587-1519 and sbright@ejbpaving.com); as before, this must be done immediately. 

 

                   If neither of these persons are available, call Phil Wagner at 610-587-8154.  
 

                  Second step:     
 Follow that phone call with a phone call to Linda Sanchez at 610-678-1913 x224 and also send an 
 email to lsanchez@ejbreneman.com; both are required.  
 

     The Partners have been planning a transition for some time and as pieces are put in place, we will  
communicate these.  Please ask any questions that you may have.  We will need everyone�’s patience and  
cooperation in this transition. 
 

     We would like to thank the Safety Committee for their continued efforts to make all of E.J. Breneman, L.P. and 
EJB Paving & Materials Co a safer and more pleasant place to work. 
 

     Have a safe and very happy holiday season.  
  

               
                  Thank you �– The Partners 

JANUARY 
 

 

John DeMartino�—Jan 5 
Steve Orischak�—Jan 10 
Mike Pecika Jr�—Jan 10 
Will Stripling Jr�—Jan 15 
Becky Steltz�—Jan 23 
Fred Drum�—Jan 23 
Tim Shane�—Jan 23 
Randy Gericke�—Jan 25 
Steve Beissel�—Jan 27 
Jackie Stamper�—Jan 30 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

Steve Bright�—Feb 2 
Ernie Bowen�—Feb 2 
Keith Hotzman�—Feb 5 
Al Tyson�—Feb 9 
Roger Schmidt�—Feb 15 
Martin Enriquez�—Feb 17 
Rich Bassler�—Feb 18 
Jesse Hepler�—Feb 18 
Nate Schucker�—Feb 18 
Tom Beck�—Feb 21 
Tom Bowers Sr�—Feb 23 
Glenn McNeil�—Feb 24 
Jim Sloss�—Feb 25 

MARCH 
 

Cole Underkoffler�—Mar 3 
John Kennedy�—Mar 5 
Robert Speicher�—Mar 6 
Mike Polak�—Mar 9 
Rosemary Sobotor�—Mar 11 
Kerry Hafer�—Mar 13 
Terry Reinert Sr�—Mar 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APRIL 
 

Jeff Klopp�—Apr 2 
Donald Schaeffer�—Apr 5 
Tony Kasprzak�—Apr 8 
Jeff Tobin�—Apr 18 
Chris Hinkle�—Apr 21 
Austin Lorah�—Apr 23 
Kyle Sterner�—Apr 26 
Lynn Kauffman�—Apr 27 
 
 

Safety Committee for the remainder of 2013 and up to April 2014: 
 

Dean Etchberger    Kerry Hafer    Jesse Hepler  
Roy Knieriem    Rusty Magee    A.J. McCloskey    Mike Polak     

Rosemary Sobotor    Will Stripling     Kevin Templin    Rodney Treichler  
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Asphalt Plants �— Know The Facts 
12 



  

 

  

Tips for Battling Seasonal Affective Disorder 

16 HOLIDAY FUN FACTS FOR PARTY SMALL TALK: 
 

1. Given the different time zones, Santa has 31 hours to deliver gifts, but his reindeer really have to fly, since that means visiting 823 homes per     
second. 

2. Household waste increases by 25% between Thanksgiving and New Year�’s Day.  In the United States, trash from wrapping paper and shopping bags 
totals 4 million tons. 

3. This year marks the 34th year that the National Chanukah Menorah�—the world�’s largest�—will be lit in Washington, D.C. during a ceremony       
televised internationally. 

4. The holiday season is the busiest time of the year for the US Postal Service.  Last year, over 20 billion cards, letters, and packages were sent, causing 
the USPS to hire nearly 40,000 temporary workers and put thousands of additional trucks, trains, and planes in service. 

5. The word �“Kwanzaa�” is derived from Swahili and translates to �“first fruits of the harvest�”. 
6. The Loschner family of Neuhausen, Germany, owns the biggest nutcracker collection: 4,334.  It is sad that German craftsmen made the first       

decorative nutcrackers around 1800 as a way of mocking authority figures, leading to the phrase �“a hart nut to crack�”. 
7. Despite their bad reputation, poinsettias aren�’t deadly.  Latex in the stems and leaves can be irritating, but not much more, to humans and animals. 
8. The largest gingerbread house in the world was built inside the largest mall in the United States, the Mall of America.  It was constructed by Roger 

Pelcher and his crew on November 22, 2006.  The gingerbread house measured more than 67 feet tall; it took Pelcher and his team nine days to 
construct the 1,496-square-foot convection.  And Roy Knieriem was looking at a job in Minnesota and got to see it! 

9. The first candy cane dates back to 1670 in Germany.  According to holiday lore, a choir-master distributed sugar sticks bent into the shape of a 
shepherds�’ crook to quiet his young singers during Christmas services.  Today more than 1.76 billion candy canes are made for the holidays, enough 
to stretch from Santa Claus, Indiana, to North Pole, Alaska, and back again 32 times. 

10. Charles Dickens wrote �“A Christmas Carol�” between October and November of 1843.  The story was a hit, selling 6,000 copies by Christmas Day. 
11. Run by U.S. marine Corps Reserve, Toys for Tots began in 1947, when 5,000 toys were collected outside Warner Bros. Studios in Los Angeles and 

given to local children.  Since the non profit�’s launch, more than 500 million holiday gifts have been donated and distributed to underprivileged kids 
throughout the country. 

12. The largest gingerbread man in the world weighs in at a whopping 466 pounds 6 ounces. The Gingerbread House in Rochester MN baked the giant 
cookie on February 21, 2006. 

13. The first American mention of a Christmas tree was in 1747, and strictly speaking, it wasn�’t a tree at all but a wooden pyramid covered with       
evergreen boughs and decorated with apples.  Once the tree idea caught on, it grew by leaps and bounds, more than 34 to 36 million Christmas 
trees are now produced each year in the U.S.  The industry employs over 100,000 people and over 1 million acres of land have been planted with 
Christmas trees. 

14. An average of 5,800 people end up in the ER each year after suffering injuries from holiday decorating. 
15. Artificial Christmas trees were on the market by 1900.  They were available by mail from Sears, Roebuck and Company, and cost 50 cents for 33 

limbs, or one dollar for 55 limbs. 
16. Hershey�’s started wrapping their Kisses in red, green, and silver foil for the first time in 1962.  Hershey�’s now wraps up to 1,300 Hershey�’s Kisses a 

minute.  That gives them the capacity to make approximately 33 million Hershey�’s Kisses a day, or more than 12 billion a year. 

                                                      Feeling a little down now that the gray, cold winter weather has officially set in?  Experts from the may   
                                                     Clinic offer tips to beat seasonal affective disorder (SAD). 
 
The short, dark days of winter can be a big downer for many people who experience seasonal affective disorder, or SAD, during the  
coldest part of the year.  SAD affects up to 20 percent of Americans and prompts symptoms including moodiness, loss of energy,  
overeating, social withdrawal, difficult concentrating and not getting enough sleep. 
 

SAD is caused by a combination of decreased serotonin and increased amounts of melatonin.  Sunlight enters the brain through the eyes, 
stimulating the production of the neurotransmitter serotonin that supports nerve cell functioning, including mood.  Less light results in 
lower serotonin levels, while darkness stimulates the production of melatonin, which promotes sleep.  This combination causes SAD. 
 

While many people experience some elements of SAD, Mayo Clinic psychiatrist Mark Frye, M.D., suggests seeking professional help if 
your symptoms begin to affect your ability to perform at work or take a toll on your personal relationships.  Seeking help is particularly 
important if you begin to feel hopeless or have thoughts of self-harm, he added. 
 

Frye offer the following tips to keep your mood and motivation steady through the winter: 
! GET OUTSIDE.  There is no substitute for natural light.  If you work during the day, try to go for a walk during a break   or lunch. 
! BRIGHTEN YOUR DAY.  Light therapy boxes can help boost your mood when you�’re unable to get outdoors. 
! WORK IT OUT.  Get regular exercise, at least three times a week for 30 minutes, to combat those  
        depressed feelings. 
! STAY SOCIAL.  Interact with family and friends regularly. 
 

�“There are many people who experience winter blues,  However, there are those who are  
experiencing    more serious problems,�” explained William Weggel, M.D., a Mayo Clinic Health System psychiatrist.  �“The good news is 
that in most cases, we are able to find a treatment plan to help the patient through the winter months.�” 
 

SOURCE URL:  http://ehstoday.com/health/tips-battling-seasonal-affective-disorder 
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WHAT�’S GOING ON IN YOUR NECK OF THE WOODS? 

 

PA ROCK CULTURE SHOW 
Hamburg Field House 

123 South 4th St., Hamburg 
Sat. Dec 28, 2013 

11am-10pm 
$6.00 advance, $10 door 

Live entertainment, 100 band showcase,  
rock-n-roll flea market, tattoos on the spot,  

industry reps. & manufacturers 
 

CHRISTMAS VILLAGE 
782 Christmas Village Rd, Bernville 

Thanksgiving-Jan 1, 2014 
Mon-Fri 6-9PM, Sat 5-9:30PM, Sun 5-9PM 
3 & under free, 4-10 $7.00, 11-64 $9.00, 

Seniors (65) $8.00 
Enjoy the Christmas landscape & dazzling 

valley set aglow with 1/2 million lights 
adorning the buildings and surrounding grounds 

 
GRING�’S MILL RECREATION AREA 

Wyomissing 
Dec 6-29, Wed-Thurs 6-9PM $5 per car 

Walk through illuminated park with displays 
&décor.  Live entertainment near the fireplace. 

Santa visits through Dec 23  
 

BARN FRESH VINTAGE MARKET 
311 County Line Rd, Gilbertsville 

Year round Thurs-Sun 
Thurs-Fri 12noon-6pm, Sat 10am-6pm, 

Sun 11am-5pm 
3200 sq. ft. of retail space for dealers  
showcasing vintage items, antiques, &  

Up-cycled products.  Great place to find one of a 
kind gifts! 

www.barnfreshvm.com 
 
 

A MAJESTIC CHRISTMAS WITH BRADLEY DEAN 
& RON STABINSKY 

Sovereign Majestic Theater 
209 North Centre St, Pottsville 

Mon, Dec 23, 7pm 
15.00 Admission 

Broadways Bradley Dean & pianist  
Ron Stabinsky return to their hometown of 

Pottsville for a holiday concert. 
soverign_majestic@pad_co.com 

 
M&T MOVIES AT THE MAJESTIC 

Sovereign Majestic Theater 
Sat, Jan 18  7pm  

Free Admission & pop corn 
Join us for a showing of the children�’s movie 

Planes. 
 

FIRE & ICE WINTER FEST 
Sweet Arrow Lake 

108 Clubhouse Rd, Pine Grove 
Sun, Jan 26 2-5pm 

Free admission, cost for some activities 
Fire up some hot dogs over  an open fire, 

home made ice cream demonstration,  
compete in the fire hot chili cook-off 

 
CABIN FEVER HIKE 
Sweet Arrow Lake 

108 Clubhouse Rd, Pine Grove 
Sat, Feb 15 2-3pm 

Free & open to the public 
Shake of the winter blues & join in a winter 

walk with Porcupine Pat.  We�’ll check for  
winter weeds, look for winter birds, & enjoy 

the winter scenery. 
Suitable for all ages.  Meets in the Waterfall 

Road parking lot. 
 
 

FIREMANS MEMORIAL HALL 
Washington Fire Co No. 1 

Conshohocken 
Sun, Dec 22, 11am-3pm 

A variety of vendors will be on site, 50/50 & raffle 
table will be available.  Santa will be there to take 

photos with the kids. 
Bring along a donation for Toys for Tots. 

SWAG bags handed out to the first 50 
customers. 

 
GREATER PHILADELPHIA SPRING HOME SHOW 

Valley Forge Convention Center 
1160 First Ave, King of Prussia 

Jan 10-12, Fri 11am-9pm, Sat 10am-9pm,  
Sun 10am-6pm 

View & compare the latest in remodeling,  
landscaping, and home design.  Check out  

merchandise displays & samples of interior & 
exterior vignettes from experts that specialize in 

unique home products & services. 
www.ACSHomeShow.com 

 
 

HAPPENING ON THE BORDER 
A TASTE OF PHOENIXVILLE 

2 Main St, Phoenixville 
Thurs, Jan 16, 6-10pm 

$85 Admission 
Premier food, wine, & beer festival.  Live 

music, dancing. auction, & all you can eat. 
Phoenixville Foundry raises funds for 

Good Samaritan Shelter which helps homeless 
men with transitional housing & 

supportive services. 
 

CHRISTMAS POTZ 
Christian Education Building 
40 W. Church St, Bethlehem 

Nov 29-Dec 29 
Thurs-Fri 1pm-7pm, Sat 10am-8pm, Sun 1pm-5pm 

Closed Christmas Eve & Day, After Christmas hours are 
Thurs-Sun, 1pm-5pm 

Free admission 
The Christmas Potz is the retelling of Christ�’s birth  

Through narration & music while tiny lights illuminate 
each miniature scene. 

 

CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT WALKING TOUR 
Bethlehem, PA 
Nov 29-Dec 23 

Mon-Wed 4pm, Thurs-Sat 3pm, 4pm, & 6pm 
Sun 4pm 

$12-Adult, $6 Youth (6-12), free-under 6 

Tour through beautiful downtown historic 
Bethlehem, �“The Christmas City,�” escorted by certified 

guides in period dress who share Bethlehem�’s  
beginnings  dating back to 1741. 

 

CHRISTKINDLMARKET 
PNC Plaza, Steel Stacks 

645 E. 1st St, Bethlehem 
Thurs-Sun, Dec 12-15 & Dec 19-22 

Arts Quest�’s popular Holiday Market Place. 
 Was recognized by Travel & Leisure magazine as one of the 
top holiday markets in the world.  Aisles of exquisite crafts & 

handmade work by country�’s finest  
artisans & crafters. 

Live Christmas music, delicious food & more. 
Stop by the glassblowing booth & try your hand at making 

your own glass ornaments. 
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! A track record of over 35 years of experience with Employee

Assistance Programs (EAP)
! Licensed, Master�’s degreed counselors and certified
! additions specialists, trained and experienced in personal and

workplace issues

! Professional counseling & consultation
! Effective Solutions
! A no-cost benefit for you

How our Employee Assistance Program Can Help You and Your Family Make Life Much Better: 
 During our lifetime we all experience different degrees of stress, which may be 

accompanied by some very disruptive problems.  The longer we go without managing and 
resolving these problems, the more difficult it becomes to create good solutions and cope 
with life. 

     It�’s times like these that you should seek the services of Inroads at Family Guidance 
Center, offered at no expense to you, by your employer.  We will help you feel and perform better by improving your situation both on and 
off the job.  We�’ll provide professional support to identify and quickly resolve your problem with healthy solutions that last.  With our  
assistance, you can feel confident and happy again. 

You Are Assured of Complete Privacy 
 Your employer�’s contract with Inroads at Family Guidance Center provides for  

absolute total confidentiality.  You may contact Family Guidance Center yourself, at 
any time.  Your information will not be shared with anyone, nor will it become part of 
your employment record.  If you are referred by your manager, information about the 
problem and treatment will only be released if authorized in writing by you. 

You Truly Benefit 
     Your initial Inroads at Family Guidance Center consultation and evaluation, plus a predetermined number of sessions, are a fully-paid 
company benefit for you and your covered family members. 

 This benefit may be enough to help you solve the problems at hand and make life better, on and off the job. 

     Service beyond your EAP benefit may be covered, in whole or in part, by your health insurance.  For those without insurance, Family 
Guidance Center can offer a sliding scale fee based on family size and income. 

Your Problem May Become Worse Unless You Make This Call�…. 
610-374-4963 or 800-255-5998 

     Simply press 7 for EAP.  Then, give us the name of your employer.  You will be told the number of sessions as well as who in your family 
is covered by your program.  You�’re now on your way to discovering how much better life can be�—at home and at work! 

Family Guidance Center Offers Counseling to Help Manage and Master Your Work Concerns and Daily Life Problems, 
such as: 

     Our counselors use proven counseling interventions that help you resolve issues and create workable solutions for yourself and your 
family members.  We offer over 35 years of experience in successful problem resolution of work and life concerns through our Employee 
Assistance Program. 

Family Guidance Center 
Family Guidance center is a private, non-profit, United Way Agency, serving the community since 1902.  Our mission is �“to provide  
counseling services designed to empower people to improve the quality of their lives�”. 

Stress is a physical response to an undesirable  
situation and it has the potential to control your life. 
Usually it is the perception and interpretation of the 
situation that causes stress. 

�“People report that one of the most common sources of 
 can be work.  About 70% of working people feel 

�‘used up�’ at the end of the day and 50% described 
themselves a highly stressed.  It doesn�’t have to be this 
way.�” 

! Grief and loss
! Legal concerns
! Management of anger and other emotions
! Marital distress/family difficulties
! Spousal abuse/family violence
! Workplace stresses/conflicts on the job

! Adaptation to illness or physical limitations
! Alcohol/substance abuse
! Anxiety/depression
! Child or adolescent behavioral problems
! Elder care and/or child care problems
! Financial distress
! Gambling/other lifestyle additions

! Bilingual and bicultural counselors
! A credentialed network of over 600 providers spanning 38 states
! Local offices located in Wyomissing, Boyertown, and Hamburg
! 24-Hour emergency access

17     Phone:  610.374.4963 Opt.7     1235 Penn Avenue 
         Fax:  610.378.5403                Suite 205 
Toll Free:  800.255.5998 Opt. 7    Wyomissing, PA  19610 

www.familyguidancecenter.com 
inroadseap@familyguidancecenter.com 

Making Life Better at Home  
and at Work 

Help is a phone call away 
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DANCE:  It�’s the exercise that doesn�’t feel like Exercise! 
 

      
     Dancing is really good for you.  It�’s fun and most people can easily 
do it.  It gives you a cardio boost and strengthens your bones.   
Dancing works all the major muscle groups.  It builds stamina and 
improves balance, coordination and flexibility.  And if you dance with 
a partner, you banish loneliness and ramp up your brain power. 
 

     According to experts quoted in the AARP Bulletin, dancing  
combines two other key elements of brain health:  learning new 
things and socializing. 
 

     Next time you have friends over, put on some music and start  
dancing! 

Staying WELL 
 

     Dietary fiber has many benefits.  A surprising 80 percent of North Americans don�’t get 
enough fiber in their diet.  High fiber diets have a lot of benefits, including lower  
cholesterol levels and blood pressure.  Fiber is associated with reducing the risk of both 
ischemic stroke and hemorrhagic stroke by a significant 7 percent.  Ischemic stroke  
occurs when a blood clot travels to the brain or stays in the blood vessel and cuts off 
circulation to the brain.  Hemorrhagic stroke occurs when a blood vessel in the brain 
bursts.  Ideally, you should get the majority of your fiber from fruits, vegetables and 
grains.  Too much fiber can cause excess gas and discomfort, or it may bind with  
minerals to lessen their availability.  But getting too much fiber is uncommon. 

Practicing Mindfulness: 
For Health and Success, Be in the Present, Not Somewhere Else 

 

     How many times have you found yourself driving or doing something routine and realized you had no idea what just  
happened? 
 

     Autopilot can make some routine tasks easier but it�’s not always a good thing.  Sometimes automatic functioning can harm  
relationships and even make you anxious and depressed. 
 

     You don�’t have to go through formal training to begin your mindfulness practice.  These steps can get you started: 
  *Paying attention.  Learn to place yourself fully in the present moment.  Use your senses.   
    Note what you see and feel:  At bedtime, the cool, soft sheets, the blue light of night out  
    of the window, the quiet, etc�….. 
  *Removing judgment.  Observe the world, your tasks, other people and yourself without 
     criticism.  Try not to attach strong feelings to a task. 
 

        Breathing.  Forget everything else for a moment and feel each breath.  You can observe your breath  
            from your nostrils, chest or belly.  Feel the sensations that accompany your breath and breathe with  
            rhythm. 
 

        Meditating.  Set aside a time and place for doing nothing.  Once you have assumed your favorite  
            posture, focus on your breathing.  It�’s like exercising your mind, honing its focus and concentration. 
 

                     The more you learn to be mindful, the more you can appreciate the fullness of life. 
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EXERCISE AT MIDLIFE PAYS OFF FOR DECADES LATER 
 

     In their 40s and 50s, people who made a point of 
staying fit before may get pretty busy.  They start 
wondering if lifting weights, exercising at home or 
going to the gym is worth the time and effort. 
 

     There has always been some evidence that people 
who are fit at midlife are more likely to be healthy in 
their 60s, 70s and 80s.  The best evidence available 
now comes from the Cooper Institute in Dallas.  It 
has a database of patients who have gone to their 
preventive medicine clinic since 1970. 
 

     Their study focused on data from 18,000 healthy people whose  
cardiovascular fitness was measured by treadmill tests in their 40s or 
50s.  By examining Medicare claims on these subjects, researches found 
that those who were most fit were much less likely to develop heart 
disease, Alzheimer�’s, diabetes, kidney disease, colon or lung cancer  
during the next 20 to 30 years. 
 

     They also found that subjects who were fittest at midlife were one-
third less likely to develop dementia in their 70s and 80s.  Cardiovascular 
fitness helps prevent dementia by reducing the risk of diabetes and  
hypertension, both of which can contribute to dementia. 
 

    Doctors at the University of California, Berkeley, say one benefit of 
being fit in the middle age is that it increases the likelihood that you�’ll 
continue to exercise, eat well and stop smoking.  

     If you�’re past middle age and didn�’t exercise much back then, you 
can still get many of the benefits of midlife fitness if you start to  
exercise now.  It�’s never too late to start improving your fitness level 
with exercise and other healthy habits. 

 
BEDTIME TOPS SLEEP TIME 

 
     Researchers have found that the consistency of bedtime for children 
was even more important than the number of hours they sleep.  Kids in 
kindergarten through 8th grade should get 10 hours of sleep. 
  

     The research considered factors that can influence cognitive  
development, such as not eating breakfast and having television in the 
bedroom.  They discovered that going to bed early or late didn�’t affect 
cognitive development as long as the bedtime was consistent. 

TIPS FROM FAMILY GUIDANCE CENTER CONTINUED 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



  

 

 

�—�—�—�—�—�—�—�—�—�—�—�— 
Don�’t forget to check the  

employee portion of our website to 
find out what items are  

currently being sold! 
  

http://www.ejbreneman.com/
Employees.php 

  

Or select  
�“Employees (log-in required)�”  

from the menu at the very  
bottom of any page. 

  

Your login and password are both: 
ejbee. 

E. J. Breneman and EJB Paving  
are really making the rounds on the 

internet.  We now have social  
media accounts at the following 

places. Like us, follow us, let people 
know about it! 

 LinkedIn  
http://www.linkedin.com/company/e.j.-
breneman-l.p. 
http://www.linkedin.com/company/ejb-
paving-&-materials-co- 

 Twitter 
http://www.twitter.com/ejbreneman 
http://www.twitter.com/ejbpaving 

 YouTube 
http://www.youtube.com/ejbreneman 

 Facebook 
http://www.facebook.com/ejb1117 
http://www.facebook.com/ejbpaving 
 

And don�’t forget to check out our 
WebPages too. 

http://www.ejbreneman.com 
http://www.ejbpaving.com 
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Sign up to receive your  
DIRECT DEPOSIT  

notice by email, and do your part 
to help contribute to the 

company�’s initiative to be GREENGREEN.  
You get your paystub electronically 

about two days before  
payday, and the company saves 
money on paper and envelopes. 

Send an email to 
hr@ejbreneman.com 
for more information. 

 

MILLER MUNICIPAL SUPPLY 

ABOVE:  Gary Wetzel 
and Terry Fegley from 

Rockland Township  
discuss table layout. 

LEFT:   Volunteers  
prepare the pig roast 
and turkey sausage. 

RIGHT:   
Dave Scholl from 

Bern Township 
hugs the hired help! 

LEFT: 
Amanda Smith 
agrees the food 
is tasty! 

ABOVE:  Terry Fegley 
and brother-in-law  

setting up the luncheon 
for another fantastic 

meal. 
 

LEFT:  Bill Daniels from 
St. Lawrence Borough 
won best dressed for 
showing up in his EJB 
Paving & Materials Co.  
hat! 
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Lynn Hatt 

Toto�’s Gelateria & Caffé 

 

     Toto�’s Gelateria & Caffé is located on 35 N 
Main Street, Ambler PA and serves gelato in 
twenty four flavors.  They serve a fresh made 
waffle with gelato on top.   
 

     Toto�’s is also a coffee house and serves all 
types of flavored coffee.  The décor is city like 
with tables outside on the sidewalk.  It is clean 
and nice.  You can walk up to the counter for 
inside service.  Philly pricey, three small cups 
of gelato and a waffle with one scoop, plus tip 
costs twenty dollars.  The gelato is very tasty 
and well worth the money.  The waffles are 
made while you wait.  Oh yeah�…the coffee 
house side looks cool too.   
 

     In the city vibe, lots of people walking by, a 
rowdy bar next door, a narrow street, and cars 
buzzing by.  Toto�’s is fun to visit. 

STREET SMART STAFF 
 

Charlene Zawaski, Becky Steltz,  
Paula Blankenbiller, Maryanne Mohan,  

Jonathan Arsenault, and Amanda Smith, Mike Polak. 
  

Published and written IN-HOUSE tri-annually  
 for the employees of:  

E.J. Breneman, L.P., and  
EJB Paving & Materials Co.  

 
 All comments and/or corrections are welcome.   

Contact the staff by calling 610-678-1913. 

 

5 Years 
 

Austin Lorah�—9/16/2008
  

 

10 Years 
 

Bill Austerberry�—9/2/2003 
 

MILESTONES 

APPRECIATION LUNCHEON 

Miller Municipal Supply held it�’s annual Customer Appreciation 
Luncheon on November 25th at the Fleetwood Grange.  An  
outdoor roast was provided to the townships and boroughs as a 
thank you for their support  throughout the years.  When MMS 
first started this tradition in the 90�’s only a handful of customers 
responded to the event.  Now over 100 patrons showed their  
loyalty.  It was a fantastic turnout. 

LEFT:  Becky Steltz and Amanda 
Smith helped everyone sign in for 
the roast! 

ABOVE:  Gary Wetzel  
welcomed everyone to the 
luncheon�….however looks  
like their minds were on 

the food  
instead! 

 

LEFT:  Let the feast  begin!  
YUM!! 
 

BELOW:  All eating and no 
talking; that�’s a good sign! 

LEFT: 
Gary Wetzel 
mingles with 
the Townships 
and Boroughs 
making sure all 
are enjoying the 
lunch. 



  

 

E.J. Breneman partnered with the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and held a Thanksgiving Food 
Drive to benefit local veterans through donations 
of non perishable goods. 

  

Getting to 
know our 

staff… 
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     AJ Sockalosky has been working 
for EJ Breneman for 8 years or 2 
years, depending on who you ask. 
He is a  laborer on the ultra thin 
team and quite the prankster! This 
man runs with a big shovel of  
blacktop. Why? Because he loves 
his job! 
 
     He lives in Mahanoy City with his 
girlfriend. They are expecting their 
first child in March. He enjoys 
drowning worms (fishing), hunting 
(but he doesn�’t like to kill anything) 
and making wine. 
 
     His future dreams are visiting the 

Grand Canyon and Death Valley.  

His biggest dream is to live in 

Boyertown (close to John  

DeMartino) and drive a black Ford 

Expedition!  

 

     Actually he wishes he would 

have stayed in school to study  

Biology.  

GIVING A  
 

 

     E.J. Breneman participated in a  
Thanksgiving Food Drive this year and 
partnered with the Department of  
Veterans Affairs.   
 

     Veterans Making a Difference was 
started by Douglas W Graybill, Jr. in which 
he receives donations of food, clothing, 
blankets and other items and provides 
them to veterans who need help. He visits 
the homeless camps and delivers over 500 
lunches per month. The lunches are  
prepared by local churches and VFW�’s. 

 

     Gary enlisted in the Marines at 17. He served 16 months in Vietnam as a tunnel rat, demolitions and 
point man. He also enlisted again in 1982 serving two tours in Beirut, Lebanon and took part in  
Operation Urgent Fury in Grenada. 
 

     Now he is spending time helping the veterans in our area. There are at least 75 families of reservists 
that he helps with food and gas cards. He delivered approximately 20,000 pounds of food last year! 
 

     Please remember the �“Vets�”, they give us our freedom we enjoy everyday! 

 

 

 
 
     The Inspector General made a wish come true for Rusty Hoover.  A flag was flown for  
1700 minutes over the Treasury Building in Washington, D.C. in November in honor of State 
Trooper Corporal Levan Otto Hoover, II, Badge #1700.  After receiving this special flag in the mail, 
Rusty made arrangements on 11/12/13 to have this same flag flown at the State Police Barracks in 
Kenhorst where his father worked.  The barracks held a small  
ceremony afterwards and two retired Marines folded the flag and gave 
to Rusty along with a tape of the entire event in memory of his dad.   
 
     Christmas just became a little more exciting in the Hoover family 
because Rusty plans to surprise his daughter Brigit with this cherished 
flag (since it was first flown over the building in Washington where she 
works then over the building where her grandfather worked).  What a 
keepsake! 

Charlene Zawaski with Douglas W. Graybill, Jr. 



  

 

  

HELPING HAND…... 
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     Tim (Chuck) Belschwinder has worked 
for EJ Breneman for 12 years. He is an  
operator on the ultra line paver.  
 

     Born and raised in Albany New York, 
Tim now  resides in Exeter Township with 
his wife Kristy and their newborn son 
Timothy William. 
 

     When Chuck isn�’t paving you can find 
him fighting fires as a volunteer fire fighter 
for the Mt Penn Fire Company.   
 

     He would like to visit New York City or 
hang out at the beach. Some of his  
favorite things are Italian food, Ford  
Mustangs and the Redskins!  

Little Tim born 11-24-13, 9:51 am, 7lbs 5oz, 
21.5 inches long. �“Already love him to pieces!�” 

For 127 years, The Children�’s Home of Reading has  
responded to the needs of children and families in crisis.  
They provide help for children who have been abused,  
neglected or have mental health issues.  This year we are 
happy to provide toys and cloths in an effort to make their 
holiday brighter.  Thanks to everyone who made a donation! 

Opportunity House is a multi-service organization 
improving the quality of life for families, adults  and 
the homeless who are struggling to live independently.  
They have life skills classes, day care and long term 
transitional housing programs.  We purchased toys 
and pajamas for ages 2-10 to help their parents share 
Christmas with their children.  Thank you for helping 
to play Santa! 

ABOVE:  Becky Steltz and Charlene Zawaski load up the car with 
gifts they purchased from the monetary donations  

received from coworkers from E.J. Breneman/EJB Paving. 
 

RIGHT:  Charlene and Becky  are happy to hand over the  
toys to Lisa from Children�’s Home of Reading. 

RIGHT:  Steve Orischak and Maryanne Mohan are 
decked out in their festive green and red as they pack  

up  the toys for Opportunity House. 
 

BELOW:  Our own John DeMartino gives a helping hand  
as he brushes the snow from the sidewalks at the office.   

What a guy! 
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News from the Home Front  

ABOVE:  Amanda Smith has the need for speed�….here she is trying to beat 
her own son and niece! Go Speed Racer Go! 

LEFT: 
�“Poppy�” Mike Polak 
hugs his grandchildren 
Jonas Smith and 
 Isabella Polak after 
the soccer game.  Not 
quite sure if Isabella 
agrees with some of 
Coach Poppy�’s  
instructions; be fair Mike and give her  
the same amount of playing time as boys!! 

AMY  
(SCHMIDT) 
REUTHER 

RIGHT: 
A hunting  we will 

go!  Rodney gets a 9 
point, 21 inch 

spread, 225 lbs 
dressed buck  

during  archery  
season. 

LEFT:   Are you ready for some 
foooootttttbaaaaalllll? Looks like  
Gema & Shaun Stover sure are! 
 

RIGHT: 
Steve Clegg was thrilled for his daughter 

Haylee Clegg after she got this buck during 
deer season. 

LEFT:   This past October, six former high school students returned to Schuylkill Valley H.S. as the first 
recipients of the Pride of Schuylkill Valley Award.  A plaque is exhibited on the Wall of Distinction located 
in the high school lobby. To quality, applicants had to be out of high school at least eight years and must 
have achieved recognition at the national, state, and/or district level.  Applicants had to have contributed  
immeasurably to the SVSD and must have achieved high honors in academics, athletics, vocational, art, 
and/or music.  Among the recipients was Roger Schmidt�’s daughter, Dr. Amy (Schmidt) Reuther.  Amy,  
graduated with high honors in the class of 2002, was a former Schuylkill Valley female athlete of the year; 
2X All-American and Centennial Conference Play of Year at Muhlenberg College; inducted into 
Muhlenberg College Hall of Fame; awarded NCAA postgraduate scholarship; was top women�’s tennis 
player and  
inducted into Muhlenberg College Athletic Hall of Fame;  graduated Magna Cum Laude from Muhlenberg 
College with dual major in Biology and Spanish; participated in volunteer projects in Guatemala and  



  

 

23 Philadelphia Runners in 
the McNeil and Steltz 
family!  To the LEFT is 
Molly McNeil after  
finishing the Rock & Roll 
Half Marathon and  
BELOW is Jessie Steltz 
after finishing the 10 
miles Broad Street Run! 
Way to go girls! 

BELOW:  The bells were ringing for Chris and 
Kayla Hinkle.  <3 

LEFT:  Paula Blankenbiller has two huggable 
grandbabies Audrey & Adrian. 

ABOVE:  Hey Joe!  What do you know?!  Is this 
Glenn  McNeil�’s long lost twin brother?  Glenn 
made the most of it tailgating before a Penn 

State game. 

ABOVE:   Chuck Belschwinder�’s kitty named Kiki isn�’t too sure of the hat he placed on her head.  You know how they say pets often take on the look of their owner?  Need I say more? MEEEOOOWW!! 

RIGHT: 
Here comes the 

bride�….Roger and 
Etta Schmidt  pose 

with their daughter  
as the new Mr. and 
Mrs. James & Amy 

Reuther.  <3 

BELOW:  Pretty in pink Kristina 

Stover and daughter Gema. 
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LEFT:   
Accounting  
Department  
celebrates Bosses 
Day even though 
Phil was out of the 
office.   Oh wait, 
we get it�…. that�’s 
why they WERE 
celebrating!   

THREE PICTURES BELOW:  It was a spooooktacular event when the office threw a  
Halloween breakfast. Rodney Treichler and Jimi McNear go for the main dishes while 
Paul Yeich, Rosemary Sobotor and Rusty Hoover taste 
 the �“treats�”. 

 

ABOVE:  Steve Bright giving 
kitchen duty directions to Cindy 

Purcell as John DeMartino  
diligently takes notes! 

 

RIGHT:   Dressed for the festivities 
are Foxy Amanda Smith,  

Pocahontas Charlene Zawaski, La 
Matadora Becky Steltz, Tailgater 

Glenn McNeil, General Phil  
Wagner, Crayola Cindy Purcell. 

           Glenn McNeil�…. 
           Penn State Tailgator 
or Hell�’s Kitchen Gordon 
Ramsay...you decide! 
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 �“Phil�….the  
suspense is 
killing me.   

Announce the 
winners  

already!�” 

ABOVE LEFT: 
 John  

DeMartino 
either has 
bats in his 
belfry or is 
just happy 
he�’s eating 
rather then 

cooking. 

MIDDLE ABOVE:   
Charlene Zawaski doing 

her version of a rain 
dance. 

 

LEFT:  By hook or by 
crook Larry Orischak 
got in the Street Smart 
book! 
 

RIGHT:  The winners 
received gift cards to 

Wawa.  One day when 
Glenn McNeil learns 
how to play nice we 

will let him out! 
(staff knows 
how to have 
fun continued 
on page 22) 

Smith 

Continued….. 
LEFT:   Becky Steltz is all Olé, 
Olé, Olé about Jeff DeMarte, 
the sign maker. (Get it?...he 
works for Miller Municipal 
and is giving a peace 
sign?!?....his idea!) 
 

RIGHT:  The 2 M&M�’s�…. 
Maryanne Mohan and  

Michele Mull enjoying the  
breakfast 

 



  

 

BELOW:   AND THE SIGN SAYS�….NO PARKING BOBBY!  When E.J.  Breneman  

had a  Cracksealing job right in front of the house of  Charlene Zawaski they  

decided to do some extra posting along their driveway.  The sign told 
Charlene�’s husband  Bob he wasn�’t allowed to park! 

ABOVE & LEFT:   
Awwwww 
shucks  Jackie 
Stamper, you 
really did light 
up Charlene 
Zawaski�’s life 
after coming to 
her aid and 
changing those 
awful light 
bulbs. 

ABOVE:  Making Phil Wagner feel special by setting up his 
new  personal parking area for his new vehicle.  Not that 
anyone would hit his new car but we weren�’t sure if Phil 

just might hit the old one. 

LEFT:   Sefton Polak is 

hard at work on a 

Cold-In-Place  

Recycling project in 

West Virginia.  

Hmmmm�….like 

father like son???? 

Our staff knows how to have fun�…..  
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LEFT: 
James Scott is all 
smiles and is enjoying 
life with his brother 
Dave.   Maybe it�’s 
because for once he�’s 
not covered in  
asphalt! 



  

 

Continued�….. 

LEFT & BOTTOM LEFT:   Although 
Jon Arsenault claims he wasn�’t the 
one who scorched the turkey he 
seems to be the one tending to it 
and stuck holding it in the 
end�…..what do you think? 
  

RIGHT:   
Rex Jandrew, Becky Steltz, 

Cindy Purcell, Kristina Stover and 
Michele Mull are  

wondering if they need  
another plate to taste all the goodies everyone 

brought in to eat. DELICIOUS!! 

 Hmmm not 

too  sure 

about this. 
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I am NOT 
eating that! 

BELOW:   Equipment breakdowns don�’t just happen in 
the field.  But when the copier breaks you almost feel you 
should go home for the rest of the day!  How did we get 

along without 
them?!? 

ABOVE:   Turkey bibs? Turkey girls? Any way you look at it Paula  

Blankenbiller, Janielle Cook, Michele Mull, Charlene Zawaski, and Cindy 

Purcell were all gobble gobble and ready for lunch!! 

 

ABOVE:  Amanda Smith, Charlene Zawaski, Paul Yeich, Jimi McNear,  
Kristina Stover, Cindy Pucell, Rex Jandrew, Paula Blankenbiller and 

Michele Mull enjoying the feast. 
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28 STREET SMART TRAVELS! 

BELOW:  Mike visited Western Hall the ancestral home of Lord Bradford.  The Bradford�’s 
still live on the estate.  You can visit Weston hall and its many buildings throughout the 

year.  The Granary in the photo is a building that once housed the Granary for the estate 
and has now become a restaurant and visitors center.  The estate covers an area of 12,000 

acres and is mostly farming and forestry enterprises. 

This is a new feature in our Street Smart news letter.  Anyone traveling or working on company business,   
private vacations around the USA, or international travel, please take a copy of Street Smart with you.  Have 
you're photo taken with the Street Smart while at that location.  Send the photo to Becky or email it to her with 

an explanation of where it was taken, who is in the photo and any 
short story as to why you were at that place of interest.  This 
could also be a photo taken on a project site.  We would love to 
know where our company employees spend their time!  

ABOVE:  Mike Polak was on a recent trip to his home in  

England and managed to stop by with his Street Smart in hand at 

Tong Church in the County of Shropshire. Tong Church is local to  

Albrighton the home of David Austin International Roses.  It was 

built around 800-900 AD by Anglo Saxon�’s.  The present church 

was built after the Battle of Hastings (1066) when William the 1st 

aka William the Conqueror landed on the beaches of Hastings, 

England and engaged King Harold the Great and the Saxon Army.  

King Harold was killed by an arrow that hit him in the eye.  St.  

Bartholomew�’s Church (now known as Tong Church) was then built 

by Earl Roger De Montgomery in honor of the battle and King  

William giving him the Earldom.  This all took place around 1086  

as described in the Doomsdays Book. 

XXX ZZZZ 


