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     It is always sad to see a familiar face disappear from the landscape of a  
company.  We congratulate Rod and extend our best wishes for his  
retirement at the end of this year.  Rod is to be commended for his 42 
years of productive and innovative work at Breneman.  Many of the  
procedures Rod established will continue for years to come.  It will seem 
strange here without his cheery “good morning”, “how you doing?”, 
“how’s it going?” each day.     
 

     Rod has been employed by E.J. Breneman, L.P. for the past 42 years.   
Previous to his employment Rod worked for Herb Motors as a mechanic.  
He was enlisted and served his country well in the Vietnam War from 
1965 – 1968.  Rod spent two of those years on the battle grounds of  
Vietnam in jungle warfare and in the Mekong Delta.  He spent his last 
year in the army at Fort Polk in Louisiana when he was honorably  
discharged. 
 

     Rod started work at E.J. Breneman, Inc. in 1971 where he worked with 
Eddie Rinehart and Eddie Remp at the Pottstown Office and Yard repairing  
equipment for the construction crews.  He also worked for Roger Schmidt 
during the period when Roger was responsible for the Oil & Chip Division 
of E.J. Breneman, Inc.  Rod would load the asphalt into the distributor 
trucks, heat the asphalt and deliver the distributors to the job site.   In 
1973 Rod left E.J. Breneman, Inc. employment eventually returning in 
1974.  He continued as a mechanic but was also used in other positions.  I 
first talked with Rod in 1975 when he visited a project site on the 
 outskirts of Oley, Berks County.  Rod had stopped by the paving project 
to fix an old paver that Cloyd Fultz and his crew where using; Rod came 
out of his tool shed that sat upon a green Chevy pickup truck with a 

sledge hammer in his hand.  For those who remember Cloyd he was a joker and asked Rod if that was the only tool in his tool box.  I 
will not tell you Rods response.   During Rods return to Breneman, he hauled asphalt out of Philadelphia; some of this asphalt went to 
E.J. Breneman while other shipment he hauled went to Loader & Sharp out of Quakertown.  Most of the asphalt was taken to specific 
project sites for Loader & Sharp.  He also helped Rosemary Sobotor with dispatch of trucks from E.J. Breneman, Inc.  At this time 
Breneman still had an active quarry business as well as a new asphalt drum mix plant in Spring Township.    When he returned to being 
a mechanic Rod also worked under Ray Beissel, but on many occasions you could find him driving the loader at the asphalt plant or 
beating a piece of equipment into submission.         (continued on pages 14 &15) 
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THE BLACKTOP 
PLANT: 

Information 

 provided by  

Tony Kasprzak  

      

      

     Last year we had a very slow start to the 
2013 paving season, but it finished up 
being a pretty good year. The fourth  
quarter was one of the strongest we have 
had in quite a few years. The crew at the 
plant produced over 267,000 tons of  
blacktop in both inside and outside sales in 
2013. And thanks to the plant crew we did 
not experience any production  
breakdowns at the plant this past year. 
 

     The crew at the plant has finished up the 
winter maintenance and the batch plant 
opened on March 17th. The cold weather is 
still holding on but we did produce some 
hot mix in March for a few customers. We 
are expecting a much stronger start to the 
2014 paving season with some jobs ready 
to go in April. 
 

   HERE ARE SOME OF THE UPGRADES TO 
THE BLACKTOP PLANT DIVISION: 
---A new rubber tired loader was   
purchased for the blacktop plant.  Loader 
operator Kevin Hartberger spent the latter 
part of last season test running loaders 
from four different manufacturers and in 
the end we decided the CAT 972K model 
was the one that fit our needs the best. 
This machine replaced a 14 year old model 
that had more than 22,000 hours on it. 
--- A new 30,000 gallon vertical asphalt 
tank has been purchased from Heatec. The 
new tank is equipped with an agitator for 
storing polymer modified asphalt products. 
This will increase our storage capacity from 
85,000 gallons to 115,000 gallons of liquid 
asphalt, and give us the flexibility to store 
several different grades of asphalt. 
---And the asphalt plant has been painted! 
The Astec drum plant is 15 years old and 
was in need of some cosmetic work. A 
fresh coat of paint has been applied. 

 

     It’s been a long, cold, snowy, winter and 
we are looking forward to some warmer 
temperatures and we are ready to get this 
paving season underway. Let’s all have a 
safe and busy summer. 

BLACKTOP PLANT GETS PREPARED 

 

ABOVE: 
Getting ready for the new 
season, Kevin Hartberger 

stands by the new loader at 
the Blacktop Plant. 

ABOVE AND LEFT: 
Anticipating a great start for 
2014, the plant  replaces old 
equipment.   Here the new  
asphalt tank  was lifted and put 
into place with the help of a 
large crane.   
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BLACKTOP PLANT GETS A FACELIFT 

ALL PICTURES:   
The Blacktop Plant 

was definitely in 
need of a touch up.  

Here you can see the 
before pictures and 
how great it looks 

with the new coat of 
paint in the after 

pictures. 
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         Last day of March and I woke up to snow on the ground.  Will it ever stop snowing?  
 

     We are ready to kick the year off and start getting projects lined up.  I’m looking forward to the year ahead  
especially toward the earlier start.  EJB Paving never has an off season. The bidding is furious and the start of a 
new year takes a lot of team work and dedication from all employees to assure our work load and also that we 
are ready to go.  It’s nice to have work lined up this time of year and getting our crews out ASAP.   
 

     Upgrades were completed at the asphalt plant and equipment maintenance is being finalized.  I want to thank  
Tony Kasprzak for this nice job getting the plant in order and all shop personnel for their hard work getting the 
equipment in shape.    
 

     As of the end of March we have 70 more crew days on our schedule compared to last year at this time.  We also have 
approximately 55,000  tons more materials to place.   We are hoping to have a very busy year!  
 

     A couple changes have been made in Management.  Jesse Hepler has been promoted to a foreman in training.  Mike 
Orischak is planning to retire at the end of 2014. I’m so going to miss you “Pickle”.   
 

     This year, as in the past years, everyone needs to work as a team and keep positive.  Rusty Magee agreed to do a 
Phone Conference Chat every morning to start our days in a positive direction.  Tune into “Rusty Goes Live” everyday at 
6:00 am.  I’m sure he will be interesting to say the least! 

MAY 

 

David Sfarra—5/2 

Phil Calcagno—5/3 

Dean Etchberger—5/5 

MOTHER’S DAY—5/11 

Jason Sockalosky—5/13 

Tom Marx—5/16 

Scott Beissel—5/17 
ARMED FORCES DAY-5/17 

Peter Green—5/20 

Janielle Cook—5/23 

Bob Bracey—5/23 

MEMORIAL DAY-5/26 

 

 

JUNE 

 

Brian Kramer—6/3 

Sefton Polak—6/7 

Jeff Drum—6/8 

Randy Sohn—6/11 

FLAG DAY—6/14 

FATHER’S DAY—6/15 

Sean Jacoby—6/18 
FIRST DAY OF SUMMER-6/21 

Kyle Lenosky—6/24 

James Moran—6/23 

Jeff Meyer—6/28 

JULY 

 

Rusty Hoover—7/1 
INDEPENDENCE DAY-7/5 

Steve Drum—7/6 

Kevin Becker—7/9 

Jeff Melochick—7/12 

Jeff Neiswender—7/13 

James Scott—7/17 

Jonathan Arsenault—7/20 

Rod Smith—7/23 

Maryanne Mohan—7/30 

AUGUST 

 

Greg Sleva—8/2 

Amanda Smith—8/4 

Stephen Walters—8/7 

Zach Cylcewski—8/8 

Ian Buser—8/10 

Doug Bailey—8/13 

Larry Orischak—8/19 

Jerry Pellish—8/19 

John Frankhouser—8/21 

Tim Belschwinder—8/24 

Gary Wetzel—8/27 

Rodney Treichler—8/30 

ABOVE & RIGHT:   
Can anyone recognize 

the past and present 
pictures of this  

employee?  We’ll give 
you a hint:  he says 

“yes mam”, loves to 
fish and usually works  

the jobs on Ultra-
Thin….you got it—Lyndell Ricard! (What a difference 11 years make!) 
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LEFT:   
Shows how close the 
crew laid the cement to 
the beams. 
 

RIGHT: 
Once E.J. Breneman 
finished at this zone 

the General  
Contractor dug and 

poured concrete on top 
of FDR mix around 

electrical units. 

TWO PICTURES TO THE LEFT: 
Before starting work, E.J. 
Breneman surveyed the  
sector and made notes to the 
exposure of electrical lines at 
surface and section on 
beams.  Crews were then 
made aware to stay away and 
couldn’t treat that area. 

     Well, the calendar indicates that it is spring but it sure looks like someone forgot to tell Mother Nature. 
We are still dealing with up to 6 inches of snow on the ground in parts of northern Pennsylvania as the month of 
April begins. Of course all of the moisture that we are seeing this winter and spring coupled with the bitter cold, 
deep frost and the daily freeze /thaw swings we were experiencing created a mess on the roads and on sites.  This 
is good news for us. I think we are the only ones who enjoy the regular occurrence of rain and cold night  
temperatures and the daily warm-ups …as long as it stays dry enough to complete our work.  
 

     We have been bidding work at a steady, and hectic, pace so far this winter and spring. The very encouraging part 
is we are seeing this in both the gas as well as our municipal and state public work.  We are also seeing an increased interest in private 
jobs; already having completed two projects for site contractors trying to keep building projects on schedule.  One of these such undertak-
ings are in the pictures show below and the next three pages. 
 

     The downside to the weather is that it is taking a long time for the frost to come out of the ground. We have been on projects earlier 
this year that had three to four feet of frost. As a result, many of our customers are proposing bids but have not yet pulled the trigger to do 

the work as the ground is still frozen.   However, as April arrives, our ultra-thin crews are heading out to begin the season in 
the Duck Dynasty state of Louisiana and of course the first few days of the job it rained. UGH!!  That too shall pass at some 
point and we will be able to get started on what appears to be a busy paving year.  
 

     As I mentioned in the last newsletter, 2014 appeared to be a promising year and so far it is continuing to show just that.  In another 
month all of our crews should be out and working on projects we have won at the bid table and a steady stream of new opportunities will 
hopefully continue to come through the door.  
 

     As we begin the new year – let’s hope it is successful for all and most importantly – and as always – let’s make sure we build  
QUALITY PROJECTS – SAFELY!! 
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RIGHT: 
Finished Full Depth Reclamation was the 
team work of foreman Bob Bracey, Greg 

Sleva and Nate Schucker. 

ABOVE TWO PICTURES:  
 In order to meet the deadline of constructing the sports complex the 
township built the structure first because the dirt was frozen.  As the 

soil thawed  moisture was trapped inside the building making the 
ground too soft to pour concrete.  E.J. Breneman was needed to 

spread powder cement to give them something solid. 
  

LEFT AND BOTTOM TWO PICTURES: 
Pneumatic spreader truck laying  the powder cement.  You can see 
the puffs of powder as it is being spread.  Notice the grooves the tires 
from the equipment created because the weather conditions made 
the floor extremely wet. 

Snapshots from “The Road”  



  

 

 

Continued…. Pictures provided by Crew Foreman 
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LEFT: 
Once the area is mixed the General Contrac-
tor graded the floor. 
 
 

TWO MIDDLE PICTURES: 
The General Contractor graded and  

compacted the area we just laid with 
cement. 

LEFT:  
Mix and compacting 
up close. 
 

ABOVE: 
Left side shows mix;  

the right side shows area graded  
and compacted. 
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FAR LEFT AND CENTER: 
Area of ice hockey rink. 
 
 
BOTTOM LEFT : 
Finishing touches to the lacrosse and/or 
soccer field . 
 
BOTTOM RIGHT: 
The completed astro turf area with line 
striping. 

LEFT:   
After FDR laid, mix was graded and  
compacted they immediately started to lay 
astro turf and laid foundation for the ice 
hockey rink. 
 

BELOW AND TO THE RIGHT: 
Equipment being stored on the  

newly laid cement. 

 

NOTE:   
COMPLEX COMPLETED 

FROM “START TO  
MIDDLE TO FINISH “  

ALL WITHIN ONE WEEK!! 



  

 

 

 

 

 SHOP Update by Rodney Treichler 
     Spring again!!!  Another season kicks off!! 
 

     The shop has completed major repair and upgrade to our Roadtec spray paver.  This is the first really major work 
to this machine since we purchased it in 2009.  Our Roadtec milling machine is also under winter work.  The repairs 
include hydraulic pumps, track and sprocket, radiator and cooling system along with the annual cutter box and  
conveyor overhaul.  Most of the other equipment will just receive a good winter service to correct and improve  
problem issues.   
 

     Over this winter EJB Paving & Materials Co. purchased a new loader at the blocktop plant and a new asphalt  
double drum steel roller for the crews.  On the E.J. Breneman, L.P. side we are purchasing seven new pickup trucks which will replace a  
combination of some existing trucks and several trucks that are already retired.  They are also adding a new rental low bed trailer and a 
new rental distributor. 
 

     We all look forward to an optimistic season and as always remember to:   
 DO YOUR DAILY fluid checks 
 DO YOUR DAILY maintenance to any equipment you operate.  The equipment is no different than you are.  Your equipment NEEDS 

FLUIDS!!!! 
 DO YOUR DAILY check of your antifreeze and engine oil. 
 DO YOUR DAILY check of your tires. 
 MAKE SURE you have a fire extinguisher. 
 

     If all is well then you are good to go in 2014!!!!!  
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As talked about in Rodney’s article…. 
 

ABOVE TWO PICTURES:  Side view and back view of 
 EJB Paving’s paver. 

LEFT:  EJB Paving’s double drum steel roller. 
BELOW:  E.J. Breneman’s spray paver. 



  

 

LINDA SANCHEZ’S SAFETY UPDATE  
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2014 New Safety Committee Members 
 

Kevin Becker    Joe Hunter    Jeff Neiswender    Michael Polak     
Sefton Polak  Terry Reinhart, Jr.    Lyndell Ricard    Kevin Templin    Linda Sanchez,  

Rosemary Sobotor    Will Stripling    Rodney Treichler 

FROM THE SAFETY COMMITTEE This Month’s  

Technology Tips  

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
     

 

     Paste plain text of what was 
copied When you copy text from 
any source, programs will usually 
copy any formatting that comes 
with it. To paste this as plain text, 
press CTRL + Shift + V instead of the 
standard CTRL + V, and the system 
will paste unformatted text.  
Note that many programs follow 
this parameter (Chrome, Firefox, 
etc.) but not all, particularly       
Microsoft programs like Word or 
Outlook. For those there is a few 
alternatives that go beyond       
copying and pasting in Notepad: 1) 
CTRL + ALT + V will show a 'paste 
special' dialog box. 2) CTRL +   
Spacebar will remove formatting in 
already pasted text. 3) Download 
Puretext and choose a hotkey to 
always paste plain text with it. 

ABOVE:  Jimi’s surrounded by “the pink ladies”.  Showing off 
their new safety bonus awards are from left  Cindy Purcell, 
Jimi McNear, Amanda Smith, Becky Steltz and Rosemary 
Sobotor.   

LEFT:   
Jon Arsenault wears his 
safety bonus sweatshirt  
at the annual company 

meeting. 

LEFT: 
Getting ready for the start of a new season requires to 
get fit tested.  Looks like Jeff Melochick, AJ McCloskey,  
Jim Sloss, Tom Marx know the proper way to wear the 
safety mask. 
 

Is it hear no evil, see no evil, speak no evil...and just 
evil? Awwwww just kidding!  haha 

     The past months have been active for the Safety Committee.  As well as following our regular agenda  
including near miss and accident reviews, we covered some additional topics each month:  
 

December:    Training in Safety Committee Operations and Duties, Accident Prevention 
                        and Investigation, Hazard Detection and Investigation.   
January:         Discussion of future safety awards and award for the company meeting 
February:       Development of near miss raffle program for 2014 
March:            Follow-up discussion on company meeting and determination of new  
                        committee members 

 
     Thank you to those who have served for the past year and will no longer be on the committee: 

Dean Etchberger, Kerry Hafer, Jesse Hepler, Roy Knieriem, A.J. McCloskey, Rusty Magee 
 
     Welcome to those who have agreed to serve as members for the remainder of 2014: 

Kevin Becker, Joe Hunter, Jeff Neiswender, Sefton Polak, Terry Reinhart Jr, Lyndell Ricard 
 
     We also have some members continuing on through 2014: 

Mike Polak, Linda Sanchez, Rosemary Sobotor, Will Stripling, Kevin Templin, Rodney Treichler 
 
     Safety committee meetings are usually held on the first Tuesday of each month.  If you have any safety  
comments, concerns, questions, suggestions, ideas, or feedback, PLEASE contact a representative of the safety 
committee and tell them about it.  If you prefer your comments to remain anonymous, they will keep them 
so.  Everyone’s input is valuable and communicating with the safety committee is one vehicle you can use to 
help ensure everyone gets home safely! 

http://www.techspot.com/downloads/6024-puretext.html


  

 

 

———————————— 

Don’t forget to check the  
employee portion of our website to 

find out what items are  
currently being sold! 

  

http://www.ejbreneman.com/
Employees.php 

  

Or select  
“Employees (log-in required)”  

from the menu at the very  
bottom of any page. 

  

Your login and password are both: 
ejbee. 

E. J. Breneman and EJB Paving  
are really making the rounds on the 

internet.  We now have social  
media accounts at the following 

places. Like us, follow us, let people 
know about it! 

 LinkedIn  
http://www.linkedin.com/company/e.j.-
breneman-l.p. 
http://www.linkedin.com/company/ejb-
paving-&-materials-co- 

 Twitter 
http://www.twitter.com/ejbreneman 
http://www.twitter.com/ejbpaving 

 YouTube 
http://www.youtube.com/ejbreneman 

 Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/ejb1117 
http://www.facebook.com/ejbpaving 

 
And don’t forget to check out our 

WebPages too. 
http://www.ejbreneman.com 

http://www.ejbpaving.com 
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Sign up to receive your  
DIRECT DEPOSIT  

notice by email, and do your part 
to help contribute to the compa-

ny’s initiative to be GREENGREEN.  
You get your paystub electronically 

about two days before  
payday, and the company saves 
money on paper and envelopes. 

Send an email to 
hr@ejbreneman.com 
for more information. 

 

Miller Municipal Supply 

RIGHT:   
New street name in  

Shillington honors pair 
killed in World War I.  

What used to be known 
as Alley H is now  

renamed Reber-Moore 
Lane.  Miller Municipal  

Supply created the 
street sign. 

     It has been a snowy start to the year but as spring arrives business is “hopping”.   
 

     Gary Wetzel is implementing a sign inventory program for the municipalities that 
MMS serves.  This is a new requirement by PennDot.   
 

     Amanda Smith and Jeff DeMarte have been hard at work making replacements for 
signs that have found themselves the victims of snowplows and harsh weather. 
 

     And you’ll find Larry Orischak both in the shop and at Miller Municipal Services  
dutifully helping with all those nuts, bolts, and paperwork. 
 

     Here’s looking to a warm and sunny sign season ahead! 

LEFT: 
Jeff DeMarte uses a 
circular saw to cut  
stiffeners to attach to 
overhead signs.  These 
signs are hung on mast 
arms at traffic stops.  
Notice how he’s all 
about safety  wearing 
the goggles and ear 
protection.  You go 
Fireman Jeff! 

ABOVE:  Among those who watched the installation of a sign honoring 
Charles Reber and Harry Moore, Shillington men killed in World War I and 
honoring the American Legion Post, are from left, Virt Hilliker of Shillington, 
Robert Kissinger of Oley, Richard Mohler of Sinking Spring, Al Piasecki of 
Shillington, and Borough Council President Ronald C. Dunkelberger, Sr. 

http://www.ejbreneman.com/Employees.php
http://www.ejbreneman.com/Employees.php
http://www.linkedin.com/company/e.j.-breneman-l.p.
http://www.linkedin.com/company/e.j.-breneman-l.p.
http://www.linkedin.com/company/ejb-paving-&-materials-co-
http://www.linkedin.com/company/ejb-paving-&-materials-co-
http://www.twitter.com/ejbreneman
http://www.twitter.com/ejbpaving
http://www.youtube.com/ejbreneman
http://www.facebook.com/ejb1117
http://www.facebook.com/ejbpaving
http://www.ejbreneman.com
http://www.ejbpaving.com/
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Lynn Hatt 

The Roving Reporter 

GNA Ristorante Pizzeria 

     GNA Ristorante Pizzeria 421 Penn Avenue in 
West Reading Pennsylvania is located on the 
corner where 4th street connects to the traffic 
circle.  GNA has nice modern stucco outside 
and the European style door leads into a large 
dining room.  There are a lot of dining tables in 
the room but they are very roomy. The  
rectangle type bar has nice comfortable seats. 
 

     The take out door is on the back with a side 
door to 4th Street. 
  

     I took two large pizzas; one was delivered to 
the office lunch room and the other to the 
shop lunch room.  The pizza was good and cost 
about $10.00 for a regular cheese pizza.   The 
place was clean and neat.  It looks like a nice 
restaurant for a nice dinner but maybe a little 
pricey. 

STREET SMART STAFF 
 

Mike Polak, Charlene Zawaski, Becky Steltz,  
Paula Blankenbiller, Maryanne Mohan,  

Jonathan Arsenault, and Amanda Smith. 
  

Published and written IN-HOUSE tri-annually  
 for the employees of:  

E.J. Breneman, L.P., and  
EJB Paving & Materials Co.  

 
 All comments and/or corrections are welcome.   

Contact the staff by calling 610-678-1913. 

 

15 Years 
Rexella Jandrew-2/18/99 

 

10 Years 
Anthony McCloskey-4/21/03 

 

20 Years 
Philip Wagner-2/9/94 

 
25 Years 

Steven Bright-3/6/89 
Scott Beissel-4/23/88 

35 Years 
Robert Lynn Hatt-4/25/78 

MILESTONES 

MMS off duty…. 

ABOVE  LEFT & ABOVE: 
You’re never too young to learn 
about fire safety and it looks like 
Jonas & Lila Smith want to be 
part of the unit as they both try 
on the stations fire hat. 
LEFT:  Fireman Ryan shows the 
kids the entire outfit. 

LEFT & BELOW: 
Amanda Smith brought her  

children Jonas and Lila to Jeff  
DeMarte’s home away from home 
Township of Spring Fire & Rescue  

Station No. 85.  The Spring Township 
Police K-9 Zeus was  

visiting to the delight of all of them. 



  

 

Rod Continued…. 
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ABOVE: 
There’s always a fish story 

to be told if you’re Larry 
Yerger or Rod Essig!  Here 
they are on Lake Ontario, 
right off of Fort Niagara in 

New York with their Walleye 
fish.  Truly an out-

doorsman’s paradise!  Good 
job boys!! 

 
 
 
 
 

RIGHT: 
And what a fisherman Rod 
is! Here are just two of the 
beauties he’s proud to say 

that didn’t get away. While 
he was on a fishing trip in 

Kodiak Island, Alaska, Rod 
fought both Halibuts him-
self; the larger one taking 

about forty minutes to one 
hour to reel it in.  Now that’s 

something to 
brag about! 

     In 1983 E.J. Breneman, Inc. rented a BARCO down-cut milling machine that 
we would use for asphalt recycling and Rod was given the task of making that  
machine work mechanically, no matter what he needed to do to get the  
process up and running.   Breneman was so successful in their Cold In-Place 
Asphalt Recycling operation under Joe Schmidt and Larry Yerger that they  
purchased this BARCO mill and a second BARCO mill as the demand increased.  
Rod changed the way these huge dinosaurs worked.  He constantly spent 
countless hours under them, on top of them and inside them helping to  
recycle our way forward into a new century.  
 

     In 1987 Rod became a partner in E.J. Breneman, Inc. along with Roger 
Schmidt and Larry Yerger.  Rod, Larry and Roger where instrumental in the 
operation of recycling contaminated soil and aggregates back into a stabilized 
asphalt base material called “Type C”.  Looking back over the years of his  
employment and his success at becoming a Company Partner we can see the 
tremendous sacrifices he gave to E.J. Breneman, Inc. and E.J. Breneman, L.P.   
 

     When you started your career here Rod, retirement seemed an endless  
distance away, but here it is.  Anyone who devotes that many years to a  
company deserves the heartiest congratulations!  You accomplished a great 
deal during those 42 years.  Go and enjoy yourself knowing that you will 
missed by all!  Thank you for all your valuable contributions and years of 
faithful service to our company.  Have a very happy, safe and enjoyable  
retirement. 
 

Your Friends at E.J. Breneman, L.P. and EJB Paving & Materials Company.      



  

 

            
 

The 10 Best Things About Retirement.... 
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1. A happier outlook.  Seniors are  
      significantly happier than their  
      middle-aged counterparts, probably 
      because life’s big problems have  
      already been solved. 
 
2. Grandchildren.  Grandparents can  
      experience the joys of children but  
      without the worry. 
 
3. More time for loved ones.   
      Retirement isn’t just about relaxing,  
      it’s how time is used that makes it  
      special, like spending more time with 
     family and friends. 
 
4. It provides an opportunity to pursue 

your dreams.  It’s never too late to 
be what you might have become.  In 
retirement, you can pursue your own interests. 

 
5. Participation in civics and volunteering.  Seniors are often civically and politically involved.  

They vote and volunteer at a higher rate, according to U.S. Census data. 
 
6. Wisdom.  In their 60s, most people don’t agonize over losing, and are less likely to take big 

risks to make up for any losses. 
 
7. More empathy and better social skills.  Seniors are better at imagining different points of view, 

thinking of multiple resolutions and suggesting compromises.  But, unfortunately, they are also 
vulnerable to isolation. 

 
8. Medicaid, guaranteed income, and other benefits.  Poverty can be a problem for seniors, but 

safety-net programs such as Social Security and Medicare are a help. 
 
9. Senior discounts.  They are often for the types of services that help seniors stay engaged and 

active, like entertainment, dining and transportation. 
 
10. A sense of accomplishment.  Raising children, being married, serving in the military  
       and retiring from a job after years of service can be the foundation for contentment.         
                                                                                                                                                                   



  

 

What’s Going On In Your Neck Of The Woods? 
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EXPLORAMANIA 
Berks Conservancy, 25 N. 11th St., Reading 

Sun. May 18, 2014, 1 pm-3pm 
Reserve your free spot! 

Explore habitats at Angelica Park.  Search, find, 
catch, & examine what we find.  Great for kids! 

berks-conservancy.org 
 

WORLD WAR II WEEKEND 
Mid-Atlantic Air Museum, Reading Municipal 

Airport, Fri., Jun 6-Sun., Jun. 8, 2014 
Gates open at 8:30 am 

Adults-$25, kids 6-12 $10, kids 5 & under-free 
Airshow, military vehicles, meet & greet with 

war heroes,  re-enactments of battles & 
campgrounds, live performances, food, & 

more! maam.org 
 

ARTS ON THE AVE 
Penn Ave., West Reading 

Sat., Jun 21, 2014, 11 am-6 pm rain or shine 
Annual celebration of art.  Live music, artists, 

crafters, sidewalk sales, & great food! 

 

65th ANNUAL KUTZTOWN FOLK FESTIVAL 
225 North Whiteoak Street, Kutztown 

June 28 thru July 6, 2014, 10 am to 8 pm daily 
 

READING FAIR – 160th Anniversary! 
Reading Fairgrounds, 1216 Hilltop Road, 

Leesport, August 3-9, 2014, $10pp, 
kids 3 & under free; Senior Citizen Day &  

Military Appreciation Day $5pp 8/6/14; Kids 
Day 4-18 years old $5pp 8/7/14 

 

143rd ANNUAL KUTZTOWN FAIR 
225 North Whiteoak Street, Kutztown, Parking 
$2.00, August 11-16, 2014, Gates open 4 pm, 
Sat at 2 pm, $10pp; Senior Citizen’s Day  65+ 

$5pp 8/11/14, Children’s Day w/prizes 8/16/14 
“The Biggest Little Fair in the State” 

2014 FAMILY FUN FISHING EVENT 
Sweet Arrow Lake 

108 Clubhouse Rd., Pine Grove 
Sun. May 4, 2014 

Check in starts at 6 am 
Individuals $15 + $5 food voucher 

Family $30 + $10 food voucher 
Have a fun day of family bonding & fishing.  

Over $3,000 in prizes.  First 200 kids 5-12 will 
receive a prize.  16 yrs. & older must have PA 

fishing license & trout stamp.  Breakfast served 
at 6 am.  Lunch available until 1:30pm. 

sweetarrowlakepark.com 
 

DISNEY’S ALICE IN WONDERLAND, JR 
Sovereign Majestic Theatre 
209 N Centre St., Pottsville 

Fri. May 9, 2014-Sat. May 10, 2014 7 pm & 
Sun. May 11, 2014  2 pm 

Tickets:  Adults $15, Children 12 & under $12 
Come follow Alice through the rabbit hole & 

into the strange & fantastic world of  
Wonderland.  In association with the actors 

guild of Sch. County, Alice in Wonderland is a 
great play performed by children for children & 

adults to enjoy! 
 

SHENANDOAH KIELBASI FESTIVAL 
On the blocks of North Main St., Shenandoah 

Sat. May 17, 2014   10 am-5 pm 
This year’s feast, sponsored by, Downtown 

Shenandoah Inc., will feature the community’s 
Big Three Kielbasi Kings.  Make your own  

kielbasa & compete to win the P IG Trophy.  
Other attractions include All-star polka band, 

Eastern European crafts, games, food, & crafts 
for kids! 

downtownshenandoah.com 

THE 25TH NARBEARTH DAY 
Narberth Park  

80 Windsor Ave., Narberth 
Sat. Apr. 26, 2014 rain date– Sun. Apr 27, 2014 

12 noon-4 pm 
The fun family festival of environmentally 

friendly living & sustainability.  Fun & games, 
raffles, locally sourced healthy food, green 
products & services from local businesses , 

browse & buy at the library, & swap perennial 
plants, toys, & household items. 

narberthcivic.org 
 

BEST KEPT SECRETS TOUR 
Montgomery County 

Thurs. May 22, 2014– Sat. June 7, 2014 
Tickets: $8 ($1 donated to charity) 

Ticket valid for entire tour 
Travel throughout Montgomery county from 
one unique business to another in your own 

vehicle (no more than 15 miles between 
businesses).  While visiting these businesses, 

enjoy refreshment, games, gifts, demos, tours, 
coupons, drawings, & make & take projects. 

First 2,000 tickets sold will receive goodie bag! 
shopmontcotour.com 

 
GREAT AMERICAN GUITAR SHOW 
Greater Philadelphia Expo Center 

100 Station Ave., Philadelphia 
Sat. Jun 21, 2014 10 am-6 pm  Sun. Jun 22, 

2014 10 am-4 pm 
Admission charge  12 & under-free 

Hundreds of vendors, new & old gear, & trade 
or find hard to find items.  Johnny Hiland  

special guest. 
eventcrazy.com 

 

CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL 
Cedar Creek Parkway/Cedar Beach 

2600 Parkway Blvd., Allentown 
Sat., April 26, 2014, 12 noon-5pm 

Enjoy a fun filled family event in one of Allentown’s 
beautiful parks amongst the cherry blossoms. 

Puppet making, kite making, sand art, parasol paint, bird 
& bug bingo, cherry tree planting, Japanese tea ceremony, 

Victorian Olympics, dance demos, food, & music! 
allentownparks.org 

 
MAYFAIR FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS 
Allentown Fairgrounds, Allentown 

Fri., May 23, 2014-Mon., May 26, 2014  Starts at 10 am 
Allentown’s premier festival of the arts.  Enjoy crafts,  
music, food, & fun.  Three stages for performing arts. 
Three artist markets-Garden Market, Art Market, & 

Culinary Market. 
mayfairfestival.org 

BLUES, BREWS, & BARBECUE FEST 
800 Block of Hamilton St., Allentown 

Sat., June 14, 12 noon-10 pm 
Join in this celebration of summer featuring live music by 

the hottest blues bands.  Enjoy fresh brews & delicious 
BBQ.  This free event continues to draw growing crowds of 

both BBQ & Blues lovers! 
hamiltondistrictmainstreet.com 

 

INDIAN ARTIFACT SHOW 
Schnecksville Fire Company, 4550 Old Packhouse Road, 

Schnecksville—July 12, 2014, 9 am to 3 pm 
50+ tables of Dealers/Displays-Biggest Show in the Area 

$3.00pp under 12 free 
 Info: rknieriem@netzero.net or Roy 610-838-3293  

 

THE GREAT ALLENTOWN FAIR 
Allentown Fairgrounds, 302 North 17th Street, Allentown 

August 26-September 1, 2014 

 Visit: www.AllentownFair.com 
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HELPFUL TIPS! 
17 

TIPS FROM FAMILY GUIDANCE CENTER 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Singing In A Group Can Make You Healthier 
 

     It could be that singing exercises the 
lungs, or maybe it’s the camaraderie 
singers have with each other.  Whatever 
the reason, cognitive neuroscientist 
Julene Johnson, a professor at the  
University of California, San Francisco, 
has found that singing together  
promotes healthy aging. 
 

     After studying vocal groups in  
Finland, she’s working with chorus 
members at 12 senior centers in San 
Francisco.  To date, she has found that 
group singers had an improved quality 
of life, fewer falls, fewer colds, fewer 
doctor visits and less loneliness than 
individuals in a  
control group. 

 

     According to AARP, singing allows people to use their bodies and 
minds while creating something beautiful. 
 

     The message for former choir members, barbershop quartet singers 
and those who join in at the piano bar:  for a better, safer future,  
volunteer to sing in the church chorus or get back to singing with your 
pals again. 

What to do about….A Pain In The Neck! 
 

     It’s not an irritating person we’re talking abut here, it’s that annoying neck 
discomfort or pain you get from too much hunching over when you’re driving, 
using a computer or doing a project at a workbench. 
 

     Because your head weights 6 to 10 pounds, your neck has quite a job to keep 
it balanced on top of your body.  No wonder that about 10 percent of adults 
have neck pain at one time or another.  Self-care steps include: 

 Stay active.  It’s one of the best ways to speed healing 

 Improve your posture.  Keep your head upright by practicing sitting or 

standing tall with your shoulders relaxed.  Avoid activities that tilt your 
head to one side or downward for periods of time. 

 Relax tense muscles.  Try deep breathing, meditation and progressive 

muscle relaxation.  A heating pad or warm shower can bring muscle  
          relaxation. 

 Take non prescription pain medications like Tylenol 
or Ibuprofen if necessary to relieve pain and help 
you stay active.  Use an ice pack wrapped in a 
towel for up to 20 minutes a few times a day. 

 Gentle Stretches.  They can help restore or sustain 

neck range of motion and stretch tense muscles.  If 
you aren’t sure how to do them, ask a physical therapist. 

 Neck rotation.  Slowly rotate your head from side to side. 

 Neck tilting.  Tip the head to one side, then the other, moving 
your ear closer toward each shoulder. 

 Neck bending.  Bend your neck forward as if trying to touch your 
chin to your chest.  Then bend in backward. 

Fatigue facts:  5 Things That Make You Tired  

Your extreme fatigue might be coming from one of these energy suckers.  Women’s 
Health Magazine  has some helpful suggestions to start feeling more awake today. 
 

1. DEHYDRATION:  It turns out that even moderate dehydration which  
results in the loss of 3 percent of your body weight can make you feel mentally 
sluggish and mess with your concentration.  The next time you’re feeling foggy 
or lightheaded, don’t just assume you’re in serious need of some food.  Try 

downing a glass or two of water. 
 

    2.  CELLPHONES:  Checking your cell before bed amps up brain activity, 
making it harder to doze off.  Plus, any electronic gadget’s artificial blue light 
can suppress the sleep hormone melatonin.  A 2011 poll by the National 
Sleep Foundation found that 20 percent of people ages 19 to 29 are  
awakened by a call, text or email at least a few nights a week.  Power it 

down well before bedtime. 
 

3. MEDICATION:  Many drugs have veiled energy-zapping side 
effects.  Chief among  them are some classes of antidepressants  
and certain beta blockers used to prevent  migraines or treat high  
blood pressure.  If you  start a new med and feel more lethargic  than usual, see your 

doctor for an alternative.  If there isn’t one, take your dose right  
before bed. 
 

4. OVERTRAINING:  While working out zaps the stress hormone 
  cortisol, prolonged sweat sessions like, for example, regularly running             

for more than 30 minutes at a steady rate can actually rev cortisol production.  Interval 
training (bursts of intense activity) combined with strength training (free-weight and 
body-weight moves) helps keep cortisol in check. 
 

5. LOW IRON:  The mineral shuttles oxygen around your body and removes waste 
from your cells.  If you’re not getting around 18 milligrams a day, your body struggles to 
function properly and you can feel worn out; low iron levels in your diet can cause iron 
deficiency anemia.  If you feel sluggish, ask your doctor for a simple blood test to see if 
you should be taking a supplement. 

The Best News Ever 
  

Not only is chocolate not fattening, 
but European researchers report  
that in their study of 1,458 teens, 
eating a lot of it was associated  

with lower levels of body fat.  The 
secret? Chocolate is high in  

catechins, plant compounds that  
may increase insulin sensitivity—
helping to keep weight down. But 

catechins don’t turn that treat  
into a diet food.  Best to limit  
yourself to one ounce a day. 

Watching Your Back—Online Statement 
 

     You can now view your Social Security Statement online.  It 
includes: 

 Estimates of your retirement, disability and family benefits. 

 Information on your lifetime earnings. 

 The estimated Social Security and medicate taxes you've 
paid. 

 Details on qualifying and signing up for Medicare. 

 The opportunity to apply online for benefits, if applicable. 

 The ability to print a copy of your statement for your records. 
 

     To get your statement online, you must create an account with 
the Social Security Administration.  Once you have an account, you 
can view your statement at any time. 
 

     To create an account, you must provide some personal  
information about yourself and give SSA answer to some questions 
that only you are likely to know.  Next you create a user name and 
password that you will use to access your online account.  The 
process protects you and keeps your personal Social Security 
 information private. 
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LEFT:  Maryanne Mohan 
checks in employees at 
the beginning of the 
meeting.  Jimi McNear 
gives a thumbs up as he 
sets up the computer to 
scan the documents.  
There are 6 people  
ahead of you  
Jimi!   

ANNUAL COMPANY MEETING 

“I’m telling you the 
shadow puppet is a 
bloody dog….not a 
bunny!” “What do you think, 

Phil?”  “I say bunny…” 

ABOVE:  Linda Sanchez and Cindy Purcell direct everyone how to 
complete the company forms. 
TWO PICTURES TO LEFT:  Employees from the office and the field 
complete paperwork and get ready for the start of the speakers. 

LEFT:   
Steve Bright  
welcomes everyone 
to the annual  
company meeting. 
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CONTINUED... 

ABOVE:  Joe Fowler, Founder & Managing  
Partner of Fowler, Hirtzel, McNulty &  
Spaulding LLP talks about the accident  
reconstruction he brought with him. 

  

LEFT:  Joe certainly has the attention of Rusty 
MaGee, Kristina Stover, Paula Blankenbiller 
and Michele Mull. 

LEFT:  Steve 
Orischak was 
available to 
help with 
folders or 
give direction 
to anyone in 
need. 

LEFT:  
“Everything  
highlighted 
needs to be filled 
out.”  Looks like 
Larry Orischak is 
the first to  
complete his at 
their table! 

ABOVE:  Here you have it….Linda Sanchez and Jeff Spatz review  

certain safety issues. 

LEFT:  Jim Sloss and Kerry Hafer chatting over a coffee break. 
 
BELOW:  Form by Form Review….it’s all about the paperwork. 

“I need a  mustache 
so bad!” 
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RIGHT: 
Jon Gibas taking a much needed coffee break. 

 
LEFT:  Becky Steltz finishes setting up the door 
prizes as Roy Knieriem checks and makes sure all 
are in order. 

 

ANNUAL COMPANY MEETING CONTINUED…. 

LEFT:  Mike  
Polak’s at it again 
explaining in 
detail how to get 
things done.  
Dean Etchberger 
and even Jeff 
Spatz look  
intently and hope 
they are just as 
affective with 
everyone. 

ABOVE:  Joe Dorr (MS/CIH/CSP/CHSP), 
Senior Safety Consultant of The Graham 
Company talks about the importance of 
respiratory protection. 

LEFT:  Looks like 
Fred Drum, John 
Balderrama, Zach 
Cylcewski, Sefton 
Polak and Steve 
Drum are getting an 
ear full from Mike 
Polak! 
 

RIGHT:   
Superintendent 

Kevin Templin talks 
about the safety fit 

testing taking 
place. 

LEFT:  Peter 
Green and 
Emory Edwards 
are looking 
forward to a 
busy season 
after this brutal 
winter we just 
experienced.  

“Did he just say 15 
minutes can save you 

15% on car insurance?” 

RIGHT:   
Rusty Hoover  

explains to John  
Balderrama exactly 
what an “early bird 

payroll” really is.  
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ABOVE:  Baby Face James Scott and  
Charlene Zawaski  take a break before 
handing out the Company door prizes.

  

 
RIGHT: 

The meeting is over and it looks like  
Steve Orischak  seems to be  

good for something!  All the girls at  
the office want you to come and sweep 

their homes too Steve! 
 

ABOVE:  Two of the happier gals in 
the office...Rosemary Sobotor and 

Amanda Smith. 

ABOVE:  Lunch is 
served!  Kristina Stover 

enjoys the delicious 
meal from Santino’s. 

LEFT:   
Speaker Jeff Spatz  
demonstrates the importance 
of a safety harness’s proper 
fit. 
                                          RIGHT:  
              Rob Jones inspects the  
                 harness used for fall  

                                  
protection.         

ABOVE:  Jeff Drum gives Becky Steltz a helping hand 
collecting the extra material, hats, give-aways, etc. for 

next year’s meeting. 

RIGHT:  Rusty MaGee 
straps himself up.  
How’s the fit Rusty? 

LEFT: 
Maryanne Mohan and 
Cindy Purcell are all 
smiles as they finish up 
with the checking of the 
employees forms. 



  

 

E.J. Breneman partnered with the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and held a Thanksgiving Food 
Drive to benefit local veterans through donations 
of non perishable goods. 

  

Getting to 
know our 

staff… 
Steve Clegg 
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     Charles (Steve) Clegg is a foreman 
on the ultra thin  crew.   He has been 
married for eight years to Carri.   
Steve’s wife and kids mean everything 
to him.  So much so that he has his 
four children’s names tattooed on his 
arm.  
 

     Born in Los Angles,  Steve’s  
parents moved them to Arkansas 
where he was a linebacker on his high 
school team.  Did you know his mom 
was the first woman police officer in 
LA? His father was a police officer too 
and when Steve was born the  
headlines said “Pigs have Piglet”.  
 

     After graduation Steve followed his 
parents to PA and now lives in State 
College. Hobbies include fishing, 
hunting, street bikes  (see below).   
Steve raced quads and became an  
Oklahoma MX Champ.  You  can always 
find him working on anything with an  

engine. 

GIVING A HELPING HAND 

 

  

 

LEFT:  Cindy Purcell headed the 
Valentine’s Day collection of 

toys, food, blankets, and cleaning supplies for the Animal Rescue League.  The employees gave from 
their “hearts “ and Cindy was rewarded with puppy dog kisses and cat purrs as she dropped off the 
generous items.  Thank you to all!   
Woof woof! Meow meow! 

     For those of you unfamiliar, on 
September 8, 1995 Mary’s Shelter 

opened its doors to young women in 
a crisis situation.  Their goal is to 

provide temporary housing, while 
assisting the young women to  

coordinate counseling, education 
and quality prenatal care. The  
ultimate outcome is having a 

healthy infant born to a healthy, 
well-informed mother.  The resident 

and counselor develop a plan of 
action with attainable goals,  

focusing specifically on achieving 
independent living skills. 

 

Baby Bottle Campaign: 

   E.J. Breneman/EJB Paving &  
Materials helped raise awareness as 

well as funds by taking part in the 
baby bottle campaign.  Linda 

Sanchez brought in an 8oz baby 
bottle for 2weeks and collected 

change.  Proceeds will help provide 
prenatal vitamins, formula, diapers, 

infant medicine, wipes and baby 
food.  It’s amazing how quickly the 

change added up!  Thank you!!! 



  

 

  

IN THE OFFICE 
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Getting to 
know our 

staff… 
Tom Beck 

 

 The Top 10 Reason You Know You’re Getting Old 
 

10.  You have quit trying to hold your stomach in no matter who walks into the room. 
  9.  You health insurance is finally beginning to pay off. 
  8.  You are no longer viewed as a hypochondriac. 
  7.  Your secrets are safe with your friends because they can’t remember them either. 
  6.  You no longer need to learn the hard way. 
  5.  You no longer need to think of speed limits as a challenge. 
  4.  When you’re in a group taken hostage you are the first to be released. 
  3.  Your joints are more accurate meteorologists than the Weather Channel. 
  2.  You sing along with elevator music. 
  1.  Your supply of brain cells is finally down to a size you can manage. 

MEET OUR NEWEST OFFICE STAFF MEMBERS: 

LINDA SANCHEZ & JOE HUNTER 

     Tom Beck has been an EJB Paving 
& Materials Co. employee for 25 
years and a superintendent for the 
past seven years.  He is married to 
Kay and they have four daughters.   
 

     You  might not know it but Tom is 
an avid Hot Rod fan!  He owns a 65 
Mustang and a 34 Plymouth coupe as 
proudly displayed in Photos below.  
His likes are hunting, cooking on the 
grill  (preferably what he just shot) 
and action packed movies.    
 

     Tom’s future plans include  
traveling the country and seeing the  
national parks. 

Linda lives in Fleetwood with her husband of 20 years, 
Mike and their children Jonathan 15 and Juliana 12.  She 

grew up in New Jersey, met her husband in college and  
started in the safety field 23 years ago in Buffalo, New York.  
They moved to Berks County six weeks before their son was 

born and have loved living here ever since.  Linda enjoys 
spending time with her husband and kids, going for hikes, 
meeting new people,  reading and cooking.  We welcome 
Linda to the staff  

of the Safety  
Department! 

Joe just joined 
our staff as our 

new Safety Director having been in safety for almost ten 
years.  Married for 29 years to Gina they have a son, Joe Jr. 
who is 19 and attends Utica College.  Some of Joe’s favorite 

things to do are to head to the Poconos with his family, watch 
their son play soccer in college, listen to music, play the 
drums and ride his motorcycle.  Speaking of soccer….Joe  

has been coaching soccer for 12 years in the travel program 
and also coaches special needs athletes in various sports 

which according to Joe is a reward in itself!  
Glad to have you on board Joe! 
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News from the Home Front  

 

RIGHT: 
Little  lad & 
lassie, Sean 

and Gema 
Stover are 
feeling the 

luck as they 
show off their 

St. Patty 
Day’s shirts. 

     It’s Bring Your Dog to Work Day at EJB! 
TOP LEFT:  Cooper Schmidt looks  
affectionately at Maryann Mohan.   
TOP CENTER:  Maryanne Mohan  shows 
off her “nephew” Declan.  We think he’s  
ready to hand out some kisses! 
RIGHT:  Bailey Hugs papa Rusty MaGee on  his visit to office. 
LEFT:   Dana DeMartino brings the family’s 
 adorable puppy Lucky while stopping by 
 on winter break.  Amanda Smith is in  
 puppy love!! 

RIGHT:  “Pop Pop “ Phil 
Wagner along with 

“Gotti” Betty Wagner are 
all smiles  taking  

granddaughter Elayna 
Wagner to lunch.  We all 

know Phil was just  
hungry for a happy meal! 

BELOW:  Steve Bright’s talented daughter Megan Bright stars in her 
school’s production of Grease, playing Rizzo.  Break a leg Megan!! 



  

 

25 Everyone was sick of snow 
this winter but it looks like 
children just couldn’t get 
enough of it! 
LEFT:  Paula Blankenbiller’s 
granddaughter Audrey is all 
decked out in her new 
snow suit. 
RIGHT:  Not too sure if Jon 
Arsenault’s children Luke 
and Julia are playing or 
doing their dad’s chores of 
shoveling the snow.  Seems 
that Julia has something to 
say about it by sticking out 

her tongue!  Haha  
Luke on the other 
hand is all about 
Safety First—
liking the 
hat Luke! 

ABOVE LEFT:  Becky Steltz beams as she dances with her  
son on his  wedding day. 

ABOVE RIGHT:  The new Dr. & Mrs. Nathan & Alexandra Steltz. 

ABOVE:  All in the Family….Cindy Purcell’s kids came a calling and we got their 

picture!  Future daughter-in-law Chelsie Diehl, son Kyle Purcell, their daughter/

Cindy’s granddaughter Sophia, and Cindy’s daughter Caitlyn Purcell. 

ABOVE:  Proud Great Grandma (yes great!)  
Charlene Zawaski couldn’t stop smiling 
when she welcomed Everett Mark Eckel, son 
of Evan & Nicaya, into the family.  Everett 
was born 3/8/14 at 5:30 pm, weighting 7lbs 
10ozs and was 20 inches long. 

RIGHT: 
Any guesses who this 

might be? 
High Five CZ!! 

BELOW:  Linda 
Sanchez’s daughter, 

Juliana won  
Champion Speller at 

Fleetwood Area School 
District.    Maybe we 
could coax  Juliana to 

proof read Street Smart 
for us! 



  

 

Our Staff Knows How To Have Fun…..  
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ABOVE:  Jimi McNear, Michele 

Mull & Charlene Zawaski need to 

have a few more bites before they 

place their ballots. 

RIGHT:   
Amanda Smith 
with Charlene 
Zawaski shake 

it up during 
the Chili  

festivities. 
 

LEFT:   
Hats off...or 
should we say 
hats on to 
Chris Hinkle, 
Will Stripling, 
Kerry Hafer, 
Larry Orischak, 
Rich Bassler, 
Mike Orischak, 
Rodney  
Treichler, Scott 
Beissel, Tom 
Beck and Tom 
Marx! 

Rosemary—1st place with chicken chili 
John D—tangy chili 
Steve B—made his chili with Elk 
Steve O— used Delmonico steak 
Glen—peppers and onions and other hot stuff 

BELOW:  Chefs John  
DeMartino, Rosemary 
Sobotor & Steve Orischak 
try to persuade Kristina  
Stover & Jon Arsenault to 
vote for their creations. 

ABOVE:  Phil Wagner, Amanda Smith & Jon 
Arsenault seem to have gotten bribes before 
the contest even began.  Let’s play fair  
contestants!! 

“It’s all the way you 
stir the beans…” 

“Mmmm so 

good...now 

where did I 

put that gas 

relief box?” 

“I can’t believe I’m  
competing with this 
group!” 



  

 

RIGHT:  
Charlene 

Zawaski wins 
hands down 

or is it hands 
up?  She’s 
magically 
delicious! 

 
LEFT: 
Glenn McNeil 
feeling right 
at home on 
St. Patty’s 
day...in a pub 
behind the 
bar. 
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RIGHT: 
Top O’The Mornin’ 

to EJB as Cindy  
O’Purcell , Rusty 

MaGee and Charlene 
O’Zawaski were  

flashing their  
shamrocks, a bit of 
gold, and we think 
an Irish jig or two. 

There was an old fellow named Green, 
Who grew so abnormally lean, 
And flat, and compressed, 
That his back touched his chest, 
And sideways he couldn't be seen. 

There once was a young man named Sean, 
Whose wish came from a sly leprechaun, 
To be surrounded by dough, 
Was what he wanted, so, 
In six months he was born as a fawn. 

LEFT:  Everyone in the office was a bit Irish on St. Patty’s Day as they wore 
their green….Maryanne Mohan, Cindy Purcell, Jon Arsenault, Paul Yeich, 
Becky Steltz, Amanda Smith, Charlene Zawaski, Kristina Stover, Rex  
Jandrew and Rosemary Sobotor. 

“Hey, what happened to 
me lucky charms?  They 
were in me hand a  
minute ago!” 
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28 STREET SMART TRAVELS! 

RIGHT:  Hey Jack!  
While out on an  

Ultra-thin  job near 
Monroe, Louisiana,  

Lyndell Ricard made 
sure his issue of Street 
Smart was  read at the 
Duck Dynasty location.  

HAPPY! 
HAPPY! 
HAPPY!  

LEFT:  It was a beautiful day to  
read Street Smart on Junkanoo 
Beach, Bahamas in January! 
 
 
 
 

BELOW:  And it set sail with Roy Knieriem 
on the Norwegian Cruise Line. 

This is a new feature in our Street Smart news letter.  Anyone traveling or 
working on company business or private vacations around the USA or 
international travel, please take a copy of Street Smart with you.  Have 
you're photo taken with the Street Smart while at that location.  Send the 
photo to Becky or email it to her with an explanation of where it was taken, 
who is in the photo and any short story as to why you were at that place of 
interest.  This could also be a photo taken on a project site.  We love to 
know where our company employees spend their time! 


