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BACK TO WORK...BACK TO SAFETY?       
     This outlook is often how people view what they’ve learned in safety training.  Safety should always be a habit and not 
something we do once in a while or when we go back to work; it should be something we always practice.  

 

     I’ve come to realize that safety is not just a construction season thing.  We spend a lot of time in the winter preparing  
ourselves to work those  long hot summer days.  I see our safety staff running from one area to another north, south, east and, 
west.  Who would know that the “off” season would be as busy a time of year as any other time of year?  I must say that this 
year’s company wide safety training week was one of the best we have had.   I especially liked the large auditorium that we 
used for the larger gatherings.  It was nice to see everyone looking front and center instead of turning around at a table to see 
and hear what is being taught.    

 

     March is National Work Zone Safety Month.  It’s the time of year all those who work construction, whether on the roads, in a development or  
mowing a lawn are itching to get outside and “back at it”.  Over 30 years ago, American Road & Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA) started the 
“National Conference on Highway Work Zone Safety”.  For too many years injuries and fatalities on our local, county and state highways were  
increasing.  ARTBA brought together construction companies, local, state and federal agencies to work on reducing accidents in our work zones. 
Safety is our top priority.  We can still be considered efficient, have good quality and save money; but safety must come first.   

 

     Our highways, roads and streets are aging at a faster rate than ever before.  In Pennsylvania our legislative set in-place new transportation funding 
that has given local and state agency’s more funds to help bridge the gap to repair and re-construct this ever aging infrastructure.   

 
Facts and Statistics (data from Occupational Injuries at Road Construction Sites): 
Injuries:  Each year over 20,000 workers are injured in road construction 
work zones.  Between 2003 – 2008, these injuries were caused by: 
 Contact with objects or equipment (35%) 
 Slips, trips or falls (20%) 
 Overexertion (15%) 
 Transportation incidents (12%) 
 Exposure to harmful substances or environments (5%) 
Fatalities:  There were 106 workplace fatalities at road construction  
sites in 2010.  Fatalities at road construction sites typically account for  

1.5% - 3% of all workplace fatalities annually.  Highway fatalities reached a high point in 2005 with 165 fatalities.   
Between 205 – 2008 the numbers have declined, then rose again slightly in 2009, and declined again in My own thoughts  
for this decline might have been the down turn in the economy and few projects bid and let in those years.  It is a good  
thing that the number has declined and I hope that it continues. 
Primary Cause of workers fatalities: 
 Run overs/Back overs most often by truck 48% 
 Collision between Vehicles/Mobile Equipment 14% 
 Caught in Between/Struck by Construction Equipment and Objects 14%   

 

     As a last thought before you leave for your crew and  daily work, remember, “safety practices will improve wellness, strengthen our  
communication, improve our relationship with our coworkers, and send you home to your loved ones happy and in one piece.  I lay with one of my dogs 
on the floor of the veterinary clinic the other day while she slowly slipped away; a very sad and heart wrenching act to go through.  I never, ever want 
to be placed in a position to have to tell a wife, mother, father, son or daughter that their loved one has died in an accident.  
 

                                                                           When you are out on the road BE VISIBLE, BE SMART and BE SAFE.                                                   Continued on page 3 



  

 

2 THE BLACKTOP 
PLANT: 

Information 

 provided by  

Tony Kasprzak  

      
 

    It’s been a long cold winter but spring 
has finally arrived. The guys at the plant 
have been busy working out in the cold 
all winter doing our winter maintenance 
and general repairs on both plants. We 
have finished several component  
rebuilds on the batch plant along with all 
the routine winter maintenance.  The 
phone has been ringing off the hook 
with customers wanting to know when 
we will be open for hot mix. On March 
16th the batch plant opened for business 
for the 2015 season. We are wrapping 
up our repairs on the drum plant and 
after calibrations are completed with 
PennDOT, that plant will be ready to go 
as well.  
 

   We say goodbye to drum plant  
operator Kyle Sterner as he moves on to 
work in the family business. Kyle has 
done a great job running the drum plant 
for the past several years and we wish 
him the best of luck in his new job. We 
have hired Brad Wanner to take the 
drum operator position. Brad grew up 
and lives in Fleetwood and has a  
background in paving. He will begin 
training on the drum plant in early April. 
 

   As we prepare to kick off the 2015 
paving season I want to stress the  
importance of good communication 
between the foreman on the job sites 
and the personnel at the plant. We need 
good feedback on job numbers and 
phase codes, certifications, trucking 
needs, materials and tonnages, load 
times and any other information you can 
give us at the plant to help us to run 
things as efficiently as possible. Let’s 
continue talking to each other. 
 

     We are looking forward to some 
warmer weather and a good start to a 
busy paving season.  Everyone stay safe 
out there. 

BLACKTOP IS READY TO START 

 

RIGHT: 
Jeff Neiswender 

taking a sample of 
the first batch of 

blacktop made this 
year. 

LEFT: 
Kevin Hartberger and 
Kyle Sterner using the 
sample batch to do a 
little paving work at 
the plant. 

LEFT: 
Lynn Kauffman at the controls 
of the batch plant on opening 
day of 2015. 
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 MAY 

 

Dave Sfarra—May 2 

Dean Etchberger—May 5 

Mother’s Day—May 10 

Jason Sockalosky—May 13 

Elvin Brennan, Jr.—May 13 

Tom Marx, Jr.—May 16 

Armed Forces Day—May 16 

Scott Beissel—May 19 

Peter Green—May 20 

Bob Bracey—May 23 

Memorial Day—May 25 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 JUNE 

 

Brian Kramer—June 3 

Tom Boone—June 7 

Sefton Polak—June 7 

Jeff Drum—June 8 

Randy Sohn—June 11 

Flag Day—June 14 

Father’s Day—June 21 

First Day of Summer—June 21 

James Moran—June 23 

Kyle Lenosky—June 24 

Jeff Meyer—June 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

JULY 

 

Levan Rusty Hoover III—July 1 

Independence Day—July 4 

Steve Drum—July 6 

Kevin Becker—July 9 

Jeff Melochick—July 12 

Jeff Neiswender—July 13 

James Scott—July 17 

Jon Arsenault—July 20 

Rod Essig—July 21 

Rod Smith—July 23 

Teresa Dietrich—July 26 

Maryanne Mohan—July 30 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

              

  

AUGUST 

 

Greg Sleva—August 2 

Amanda Smith – August 4 

Larry Kerr—August 8 

Linda Sanchez—August 12 

Doug Bailey—August 13 

Larry Orischak—August 19 

Jerry Pellish—August 19 

John Frankhouser—August 21 

Chuck Belschwinder—August 24 

Gary Wetzel—August 27 

Rodney Treichler– August 30 

 

      

     The Pour House American Grille is located at Route 12 and Route 73 in Ruscombmanor  
Township.  It was formerly known as Breezy Corners.  They serve American style food, beer, 
wine and liquor. 
 

     The décor is modern colonial, lots of wood and plaster.  It is neat and clean.  Two  sided 
bar in center and large dining area to left and an eighteen by thirty foot room to the right 
with the kitchen in the back. 
 

     Mike Orischak’s retirement party was in the room to the right.  High four chair round  
tables in the center.  There were low tables along front wall and side all with bench seating. 
 

     Nice buffet spread in back, sliders, pulled pork, chicken tenders, green salad and a creamy 
soup and pay as you go bar. 
 

     Words given by Steve Orischak and Mike Orischak and then coffee and cake were 
served.  Good time by all!! 

Lynn Hatt….The Roving Reporter 

The Pour House American Grille 

Continued from page 1… 
North Carolina DOT Worker Hit & Killed by Vehicle 

Reprinted from Construction Equipment, March 26, 2015, Source: ABC11 News 
 

     North Carolina troopers are urging drivers to slow down in work zones, the day after a DOT worker was 
hit and killed while working in the median of Highway 70 in Wayne County, NC.  Two other 
work crew members were at the scene of the incident. 
 
     William “Grey” Bailey, 36 was an engineering technician who had been with the DOT 
since 2010.  Bill was a real person, a man and worker like the rest of us, just doing his job.  
Troopers said the driver of the car was impaired and she had two children in the car with 
her.  She’s been charged with DWI, felony death by vehicle and child endangerment. 
 

     Bailey’s death occurred during work Zone Awareness Week that started March 22, 2015.  Work Zone Awareness week is when drivers 
are reminded to take care when driving through work zones. He leaves behind a wife and one and half year old twins.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
BE CONSCIOUS OF YOUR SURROUNDINGS AT ALL TIMES. 

~Mike Polak 
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NEWS AND TIDBITS... 
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    EJB Paving & Materials Field Update by Steve Orischak 
      
     2015 Paving season looks very promising. Steve Bright, Glen McNeal, and Paul Yeich are  
extremely busy pricing paving projects for this upcoming season.  Awarded projects  
include Norwegian Township and Whitehall Township (in conjunction with E.J. Breneman).  We 
will also be paving for Descco (Camp RD Bridge), Allen Myers (West Hills), Irish Creek (Lebanon 
Valley Mall), E.R. Stuebner (Boyertown School), Lobar (Jonestown WWTP), Boscov’s (Outlet 
Center), Spotts Brothers (Tamaqua Readiness Center), Trumbull (I-78 Krumsville Interchange), and HRI (SR 61 and 
WWTP). We expect a very busy year. 
 
     EJB has a few changes going into 2015.  One change would include that both Tom and I are now located in the  
Construction shop.  We built an office where the old stage was located.  The other change is starting the new  
season without Jeff Klopp.  Jeff Started with E.J. Breneman July 10, 1978.  That’s 36 years of service!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Jeff was a fantastic employee and one of the best lute men EJB ever had. He will be greatly missed.  We at EJB wish 
you the best in everything you do and want to THANK YOU for your dedication, hard work, and loyalty!!!!!!  I’m 
sure I will see you at the billiard hall. Maybe one day you will get a chance to finally beat me.   
 

LEFT: 
Now we know what Santa does after 
Christmas!  Dirty Don Power Santa 
runs a plate whacker on the American 
Water job. 

RIGHT: 
 Lyndell Ricard luting the joint while 

a truck driver observes. 
 

BELOW: 
Eric Pretti dumping hot mix  

into the paver on a cold day. 

BELOW: 
Widening a driveway for a welded construction gas line 
is Don Power, Kevin Becker, Jon Gibas, and Randy Sohn. 
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We will miss you Jeff. 
Thanks for being such a great employee! 
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     As I write our spring update, I can finally see the brown of grass and mud…for at least another day. Then snow  
returns for one last (I hope) blast. The good news is that we love the mud and damage the frost does. The bad news is 
that we are all tired of the cold. 
 

     The year seems extremely promising as spring grudgingly arrives. We have been able to work off and on  throughout 
the winter, dodging the bitter cold weeks as best we could. Our work in the gas fields looks steady at this point with 
much uncertainty due to the fluctuating natural gas prices. If prices come up a little bit, we could be very busy there 
and if prices stay low, looks like we will be steady. 
 

     Our cold in place recycling crews will have an early start to the season. We still have several projects to complete 
from last year and have been successful on a few of the early bids this year.  We will return to West Virginia for two more DOH projects and 
there is talk of more work there as well. 
 

     The ultrathin crews will also hit the ground running.  We have had a busy bidding season since the end of last year and have been successful 
on several projects. It looks as if we will be able to get started and keep the crews working steady, beginning in Louisiana and working north. 
This year we will be doing our first ultrathin project in New York State for the DOT. 
 

     We have added two new people to our team this year.  Sonia Orozco has joined the team and is handling the duties previously handled by 
Rex Jandrew, who took a position in the accounting department.  Sonia joined us about a month ago and is fitting in nicely.  Jacob Rhody has 
come on board to help us with estimating and project management. Jacob joined us about two weeks ago and is learning in a baptism by fire 
training program.  Both Jacob and Sonia have been a welcome addition and are adapting to life in Operations well.  We welcome them to the 
team. 
 

     As we shake off the rust and get back to work in earnest, let us remember the importance of Safety, Quality and Customer Relations. Treat 
every person with the utmost respect as we never really know who we are talking to – could be a laborer or the CEO of a company.  

Let’s continue to build QUALITY JOBS SAFELY!!!! 

LEFT:   
Notice the arrows?  The arrow to the 
left is already treated while the one 
to the right is still untreated with the 
FDR process. 

T 
R 
E 
A 
T 
E 
D 

News from Operations, Spring 2015 by John DeMartino 

All three pictures show 
Full Depth Reclamation 

stabilization with cement 
on one of the many gas 
works well pads in Ohio 

U 
N 
T 
R 
E 
A 
T 
E 
D 
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LEFT: 
Jim Sloss is absorbed with wiring in the fuel pump for the auxiliary fuel tank in the 
pickup bed. 
 

BELOW: 
After winter repairs, Mike Beissel hauls the Roactec Spray Paver  

to Ontelaunee black top plant for a test run. 

     Finally after all the cold, ice and snow, spring is here!  Over winter everyone in the shop was involved with major    

repair work in preparation for the start of the season. 

     Chris Hinkle and Mike Kernechel were busy prepping the pavers, rollers, loaders, and pickup trucks.  Chris also took 

on the challenge of the Midland Spray Paver which included helping to install a new engine.  Rich Bassler was busy 

with water trucks and lime spreader repairs, while Jim Sloss and Tom Marx tackled the reclaimers along with both the 

Roadtec and Midland Spray Pavers.  Tim Shane did a major hydraulic and under carriage overhaul of the Cat Track 

paver for the recycle crew.  Scott Beissel handled the major project of equipment cleaning, both major chipping of asphalt and concrete 

buildup and also washing machines to help everyone do their jobs easier and safer.  Lynn Hatt was occupied with major welding and 

hard facing on the spray pavers and reclaimers. 

     Other guys helping out in various ways from cleaning, to moving equipment, to welding and servicing small equipment are Will      

Stripling, Mike Beissel, Steve Drum, Hector Morales, Tom Beck and Rusty Magee.  They all did a great job! 

     Larry Orischak coordinated parts locally and in the field, along with keeping track of ordering supplies.  Larry is now a permanent fix-

ture in the shop assisting anywhere he is needed.  Kerry Hafer is involved in all of the above;  coordinating day to day in the shop and in 

the field to keep crews running and monitoring long term job completions. 

     Good job everyone! 

Shop Update by Rodney Treichler 

 

LEFT:  Cat Track Paver. 
LEFT PICTURE BELOW: Underneath the Cat Track Paver is Tim Shane.   

He is putting the finishing touches on the screed plate.  
 

RIGHT PICTURE BELOW:  Tim Shane is now testing his hard work. 
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LEFT:  Rodney 
Treichler,  Brian 
Hamm, Kevin  
Becker Al Tyson 
and Paul Yeich are 
just a few more 
employees  all set 
to start. 
 

BELOW: 
It’s a packed 

house.  What a 
great turnout! 

 
ABOVE: 

Larry, Moe, Curly & Shemp? Yuk yuk yuk...you pick 
who’s who.  Nope just James Scott, Dean Etchberger, 
Jeff Drum and Kevin Templin getting ready for the day 

of programs. 
 
 

 
 

LEFT:  Steve Scanlon and Rusty Hoover are all checked in. 
BELOW: 

Looks like Dave Wheeler, John Balderrama, Bob Ream, Sefton Polak, Mike Beissel,  
Tim Shane, Larry Orischak and Jeff DeMarte are ready to receive their instructions  

of the events for the next few days. 

Did you know that 

Steve Bright m
akes a 

bad motivational 

speaker? 

ANNUAL COMPANY MEETING 
LEFT:  The usual start of the annual company 
meeting begins with paperwork!  Becky Steltz 
made sure all the I’s were dotted and the T’s 
were crossed. 

BELOW:   
John DeMartino, Rosemary Sobotor and  

Kristina Stover discussed  the days itinerary.  

I look around this room and I see 

nothing but untapped potential…. 



  

 

 

 

 

9 Address:  1235 Penn Avenue, Suites 205 & 206, Wyomissing, PA  19610 
Phone:  610-374-4963 Option 7, 800-255-5998 Option 7 

www.familyguidancecenter.com 
  

RIGHT: 
“Inroads at Family Guidance Center is there for you”, said guest speaker David  

Hildebrand (CEAP), EAP Coordinator.  Individual and families are faced with increasing stress and pressures.  Coping 
with these problems sometimes requires assistance.  Inroads at Family Guidance Center can arrange for or provide 

help in dealing with these familiar problems:  Marital/Family, Psychological/Emotional, Drugs/Alcohol,  
Parent/Child, Financial, Codependency.  REMEMBER:  Inroads at Family Guidance Center services are confidential 

and are available to employees and to whoever lives in the same household as the employee. 

LEFT: 
Billy Austerberry, Steve  
Drum and Lynn Hatt  paying  
close attention to all the  
speakers. 
 
 

 
BELOW: 

The day was off to a great start with everyone 
concentrating on what was being said. 

Linda Sanchez, 
Safety Program Administrator 

Joe Hunter, 
Safety Director 

Tony  Kasprzak, 
Blacktop Manager 

Rodney Treichler, 
Fleet Maintenance Manager 

 

Steve Orischak, 
Construction Manager 

Gary Wetzel, 
Miller Municipal Supply 

Division Manager 

LEFT:  Amanda Smith,  
our resident photographer 
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ABOVE: Office personnel are introduced to the field employees. 

Phil Wagner, Controller 
Introduces Cindy Levan from the  

Accounting Department 

Mike Polak, Sales & Marketing 

Steve Bright 
EJB Paving &  
Materials Co. 

John DeMartino 
E.J. Breneman, L.P. 

RIGHT: 
Jon Arsenault shows off 

his estimator look.  

ABOVE: 
Jeff Spatz from  The  
Graham Company   

teaching a breakout  
session dealing with Lock-

out/Tagout—Control of 
Hazardous Energy. 

 
RIGHT: 

Things seem to be going 
well for Frankie Borreli  

as he headed to his  
next class. 

ABOVE: 
Looks like Jeff Spatz held  

everyone’s  interest. 
 
 
 

LEFT: 
Jeff Spatz explained  to 
John DeMartino how his  
company takes an action 
oriented approach to risk 
management in order to 
enhance business viability 
and employee safety. 

ANNUAL COMPANY MEETING...continued 
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BELOW: 
Joe Hunter’s  Personal Protective 
Equipment program stressed the  

importance of safety. 

 

LEFT, BELOW, 
RIGHT: 

Confined Space is 
the topic that John 
Curcio of MedTex 

tackled. 

RIGHT: 
Tom Marx 

showed off his 
spirit fingers at 

the PPE class. 
GoooOOOO Tom! 

 

TWO BELOW: 
Andy DeLair of MSA, The Safety 
Company,  agenda for his Fall 
Protection class was to  show the 
correct way to  
strap on a harness.  
Those who  
attended seemed  
to have gotten the  
message. 

ABOVE: 
The guys listened 

attentively to 
Joe. 

 

RIGHT: 
Emory Edwards tried on the safety 

gloves as Jason Mitchell, Doug 
Bailey and Gary Marx heard more 

safety tips. 
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RIGHT TWO  
PICTURES: 

Penske  
representative 
Jim Drackley ’s 

topic on  
Commercial  

Motor Vehicles 
gets  assistance 

from Scott 
Beissel and  

Rodney Treichler.  

FAR RIGHT/RIGHT: 
Employee Accident 
slide show and talk 

from Dennis Dougherty 
of MedTex kept the 

employees wide 
awake. 

LEFT:   
On our second 
day of classes 
Jeff Spatz,  
from The  
Graham  
Company, 
gave a  
presentation 
that dealt 
with Auto/
Liability. 

Jonathan Arsenault, Sr. Estimator 

“Look!  I won 
an excavator!” 

ANNUAL COMPANY MEETING ...continued 

Roy Knieriem, Operations Manager 

Steve Scanlon, TCS  Technology 

Dean Etchberger,  Operations Manager 

Here we have Scotty Beissel modeling proper shop work attire... 

LEFT:  
Every day we’re 
shuffling...groups 
cycled through 
the rooms to get 
to their next 
course. 
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RIGHT: 
Linda Sanchez 

 helps Nick  
Campanaro, Program 
Director of Worknet 
Occupational  

Medicine, with some tips on 
caring for your respirator. 

BELOW: 
Mike Polak and 

daughter Amanda 
Smith in a familiar 

pose. 

LEFT & RIGHT: 
Mike Polak was 
in high demand 

with Steve  
Orischak & AJ 

McCloskey and 
then again with 

Jim Marks. 

SURROUNDING FIVE: 
Safety Director Joe Hunter 

grabbed everyone’s attention 
as he went through Near 
Miss/Job Safety Analysis  

session.  It’s all about Safety 
First! 
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LEFT:   
Money, money, 
money, money, 
MOOONNNEY! 
Maryanne  
Mohan, Mike 
Polak and Phil 
Wagner are 
ready to pay 
out the stakes 
to the lucky 
winners. 

ABOVE:  Jason 
Sockalosky & Lyndell 
Ricard both thinking 
—come on baby…papa needs a new pair of shoes! 
 

BELOW: 
Dealers Steve Bright and Jon Arsenault. 

ABOVE: Horses of another 
color that’s for sure! 

 

RIGHT:  Jeff DeMarte  
and Rodney Treichler  

playing smart. 

BELOW: 
SPIN—O—RAMA!!  

Kristina Stover and Kevin Templin 
at the money wheel. 

Do you want a 

hit? 

ABOVE:  It was an easy money  
kind of day for Roy Knieriem, Larry  

Orischak and Amanda Smith. 

Sorry fellas...house 
always wins! 

(hehe) 

All in for 
cards. 

RIGHT: 
John Balderrama 

& Steve Beissel 
like to live  

dangerously. 

Steve!  I think I just 
heard them yell 

Bingo! 

ANNUAL COMPANY MEETING...continued 

LEFT: 
Andy Brill  
and Larry 
Orischak are 
checking out 
their odds as 
a new hand is 
dealt by Steve 
Bright. 

LEFT: 
Jeff Klopp 
and Sefton 
Polak are 
feeling the 
loss as 
Mike Polak 
quickly 
scoops up 
their  
money. 
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LEFT: 
Decisions, decisions,  
decisions!  Al Tyson, 
Rusty  Magee and 
Rich Lintchko place 
their winnings in the 
bags to possibly 
become a big winner 
for the day. 
 

RIGHT: 
Becky Steltz getting 

ready for the drawing 
of the prizes. 

Hit me. 

I’ll see your hot 

mess and raise  you 

a walking disaster. 

Surrounding pictures:  
 

EVERYONE HITTING 
THE JACKPOT!  
CHA-CHING! 

LEFT:  Mike , you 
did it!  Finally 
pulled a rabbit 
out of a hat!?! 

ABOVE:  We won’t mention names but losing at cards AND at hockey! 
 

BELOW:  Frankie Borreli, Jeff DeMarte and Steve Clegg looking  
how to spend their funny money. 

Awww shoot!  
Is he bluffing? 

LEFT:  Will Stripling tries to put 
his tickets in the Flyers Bag as 
Roy Knieriem 
checks to see that 
all are legit. 

Place your 
bets! 



  

 

SAFETY UPDATE ...JOE HUNTER, SAFETY DIRECTOR 

 

Reportable and Recordable 
 

     Let’s take a moment to think about the circle of life; the work life. 
 

     In today’s markets the better, the faster, and the safer way that you do things, the more chances 
you will stay working for customers.  The difference between a reportable and recordable is the reportable doesn’t 
have to go on the OSHA log; this keeps us more competitive in the industry with our modification rates. So for an 
example;  you suffer a muscle strain, go to the doctor, and he recommends ice and heat; this is just a reportable, no 
harm, no OSHA log. Let’s say you go to the same doctor with the same strain and he prescribes an anti-
inflammatory.  Once you go get that prescription filled, this is a recordable and goes against our grade. Here is the 
circle of the work life; we get low grades because of our high recordable rate, we lose work.  If we lose work, we 
then need to cut back; we all know what cut backs mean. 
 

     So in essence by telling the doctor you would rather take an over the counter anti-inflammatory, you are  
preserving work for yourself and your coworkers. We are not saying that all cases are alike and your health and well
-being far outweigh anything else.  In reality we have had too many minor incidents that could have just been re-
portable and instead became recordable.  
 

     Think for a moment; if we can be as aggressive and competitive with our recordable record as we are with our 
work; the more work we can get being a safe company the less our insurance costs are. The longer we stay working. 
The circle of life; the work life. 

SAFETY IS A FULL TIME JOB 
DON’T MAKE IT A PART TIME PRACTICE. 
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I.C.E. 

 

     On your cell phone the term ICE should be listed in your contacts. 
This is what first responders are looking for now at all accident 

scenes when personal cell phones are found.  In your phone you list 
all the numbers in order that you would want  called if for some 

reason you are incapacitated and cannot make a call yourself.  Cell 
phones now hold up to four numbers under same contact. 

 
 

This safety suggestion was brought to you from our newest mechanic Mike Kernechel.  
He placed it in the suggestion box at the company meeting. 

 

Thank you Mike!! 

IN CASE of EMERGENCY 



  

 

The Safety Committee has been having productive meetings with involvement by all members.   As 
well as following our regular agenda including near miss and accident reviews, we covered some  
additional topics each month:                

December:   Suggestion box in shop, safety violation appeal process, possible safety award program  
                       changes. 
January:     Cell phone policy updated, near miss day-off drawing, annual meeting planning 

      February:    Hands free devices for driving, company meeting feedback, safety award ideas 
      March:     raining in Safety Committee Operations and Duties, Accident Prevention and  
     Investigation, Hazard Detection and Investigation 

 

Thank you to those who have served for the past year and are retiring from the committee: 
Kevin Becker, Jeff Neiswender, Mike Polak, Sefton Polak, Terry Reinert, Jr, Will Stripling, Kevin Templin,  
Rodney Treichler 

 

Welcome to those who have agreed to serve as members for the upcoming year: 
Mike Beissel, Kerry Hafer, Lynn Hatt, Rex Jandrew, John Kennedy, Steve Orischak, Al Tyson, Phil Wagner,  
Gary Wetzel 

 

We also have some members continuing on through 2014: 
                Joe Hunter, Linda Sanchez, Lyndell Ricard, Rosemary Sobotor 
_____________________ 
Linda Sanchez  
Safety Program Administrator  

SAFETY UPDATE  
17 

2015 Safety Committee Members 
 

Mike Beissel     Kerry Hafer     Lynn Hatt     Joe Hunter     
Rex Jandrew     John Kennedy     Steve Orischak     Lyndell Ricard    Linda Sanchez     

Rosemary Sobotor     Al Tyson     Phil Wagner     Gary Wetzel 

FROM THE SAFETY COMMITTEE 



  

 

E.J. Breneman partnered with the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and held a Thanksgiving Food 
Drive to benefit local veterans through donations 
of non perishable goods. 

  

Getting to 
know our 

staff… 
Nathan Schucker 

18 

 

 

 

 

 
     For the past 28 years Nate Schucker 
has been working for E.J. Breneman, 
L.P. as an operator.  He is married to 
Terrie and has one son, Charlie. 
 
     One of his favorite activities is  
fishing from which he claims his  
largest catch was a tuna.  Nate’s  
hobbies include collecting Civil War 
bottles and making wooden bowls.  
 
     We didn’t know you had that  
artistic talent Nate!  We’ d love to see 
some of your creations! 

The ARL's mission is to impact all aspects of  
humane treatment of animals through quality service,  

accommodation, and education of pet owners  
and the community. 

 

When you adopt or foster a “senior” you are truly saving 
a life! 

Animal Rescue League is always in need of donations such as:  clean  
blankets, towels, cleaning supplies and high efficiency laundry  
detergent.  Just bring them into the office and our resident ARL  
volunteer, Cindy Levan, will drop the items off.  It’s that easy. 

 

                                                               UPCOMING EVENTS: 
April 4, 2015—Spring Fever Meet & Green Canine Social  at T.E.A. Factory Co. , 580 
Willow Street,  Reading, PA  19602, 12pm-5pm 
April 25, 2015—Bark for Life of Western Berks at Western Berks/Liberty Fire  
Company Grounds, Ruth & Ralph Streets, Sinking Spring, PA  19608, 9am-1pm 
May 2-3, 2015—Greater Reading Family and Pet Festival at Reading Fairgrounds, 
10am-6pm, free admission, $10 parking fee 
May 23, 2015—Dogs & Brews at Reading Public Museum, 12pm-4pm, cost $50/
$75 
June 26, 2015—3rd Annual ARL Open—Golf Tournament, Reading Country Club, 
12pm-8pm, Cost of play is $100/golfer before May 1st.  Registration after May 1st 
is $125/golfer. 

Jacob Rhody is our new 
estimator in Operations.  
He lives in Schuylkill 
Haven and is engaged to 
Katelynne with a  
wedding coming up in 
June of 2017.  Jake  
graduated from  
Lebanon Valley  
College with a degree in 
Business  
Administration.  His  
previously employment 
was with Northeast  
Prestressed Products.  
Baseball and football 
were two of the sports Jake played in high school.  He now coaches high school 
baseball in his spare time.  If you’re in a league ask Jake to join in!  Vacationing in 
Jamaica or Bora Bora are places he dreams of visiting.  Do we have any jobs there 
that need reviewing?  If we do, looks like we have a volunteer to go! 

GIVING A HELPING HAND 
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Getting to 
know our 

staff… 
John Frankhouser 

 

     John Frankhouser has been  
working for Paving at the Black Top 
Plant for 42 years as a loader  
operator and ground man.  He is  
married for 38 years to Debbie, has 
three children and one grandchild. 
 
     In his spare time you could  
possibly find John kayaking at Blue 
Marsh.  Rearranging Lionel 027 gauge 
trains is just another of John’s  
favorite past times.   That’s  
something to choo choo about! 
 

IN APPRECIATION….. 
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PUNK ROCK FLEA MKT. & INDIE CRAFT SHOW 
Hamburg Field House  

123 South 4th St., Hamburg 
Sun. May 31, 2015 noon-5pm 

100 Unique vendors selling a variety of crafts.  
Live punk rock bands & entertainment all day.  

BYOB for 21 + & free admission.  Donations 
accepted.  Food & drinks available. 

www.facebook.com/punkrockfleamarket 
 

WW II WEEKEND AT THE READING AIRPORT 
Mid Atlantic Air Museum, Spaatz Field 

11 Museum Dr., Reading 
Fri. June 5 & 6, 2015 8:30-10am & Sun. June 7, 

2015 8:30-5pm $27 adults, $12 kids  
Entertainment, food, music, dancing, displays, 

re enactments, collectibles, vehicles, plane 
rides, WW II personalities, museum, & more! 

www.maam.org/wwii/ww2_sched.htm 
 

KUTZTOWN FOLK FESTIVAL 
225 North Whiteoak St., Kutztown Fairgrounds 

Sat. June 27, 2015-Sun. July 5,2015  
10am-8pm June 27-28 & July 4-5 

10am-6pm June 29-30 & July 1-3, & 5 
$14 adults, $13 seniors, $5 13-17, & kids free 

Join America’s oldest Folklife Festival for a 
variety of entertainment, quilts, crafts, kids 

activities, food, & more! 
www.kutztownfolkfestival.com 

 
KUTZTOWN FAIR 

225 North Whiteoak St., Kutztown Fairgrounds 
Mon. Aug. 10, 2015-Sat. Aug 15, 2015 

Gates open 4pm & Sat. 2pm $10 admission 
The Biggest Little Fair has food, music, rides, 
racing, beer garden, entertainment, & more. 

www.kutztownfairgrounds.com 

ENDANGERED SPECIES DAY 
Hawk Mountain Visitor Center & Info. Pavilion 

1700 Hawk Mountain Rd., Kempton 
Sat. May 16, 2015 10am-2pm 

Celebrate the day with free kid’s activities, 
games, crafts, & info. focused on threatened & 

endangered species in PA.  
www.hawkmountain.org 

 
INDIAN ARCHEOLOGICAL DIG 

Sweet Arrow Lake, Waterfall Parking Lot 
108 Clubhouse Rd., Pine Grove 

Sat. May 24, 2015 2pm-3pm 
Kids will dig for spear points, stone pots, & 

other artifacts hidden in a portable dig. Indian 
expert, Dave McSurdy will talk with kids on 

how these stone treasures were made & used. 
www.sweetarrowlakepark.com 

 
HERO DAY 

Stoyer’s Dam, Schuylkill Haven 
Sat. July 25, 2015  All day family-friendly event 

Some of the highlights are 5K run, vendor & 
craft fair with Chinese auction, food, fire trucks 

police, & EMS vehicles on display (hopefully 
the Med a Vac helicopter will be available) to 

educate kids on apparatus & safety. 
www.megankschafer@yahoo.com 

 
PIONEER DAY 

Pioneer Tunnel Coal Mine 
19th & Oak St., Ashland 

Sat. Aug. 15, 2015 10am-5pm 
Experience coal mine tours & steam train rides 

as well as a large craft fair, live music & 
entertainment, open-pit chicken BBQ, ethnic 

foods, activities for kids, games, & more. 
www.PioneerTunnel.com/Pioneer Day.html 

HERBFEST & CRAFT SHOW 
Heckler Plains Farmstead 
Lower Salford Twp. Park 

237 Landis Rd., Harleysville 
Sat. May 2, 2015 10am-2pm 

A herb & plant sale just in time for Mother’s 
Day at an early 1800’s farmstead/county park. 
Also includes colonial craft demos, kid’s games, 

an outdoor bake oven and food. 
Event  benefits kid’s programs at  historic site. 

www.hecklerplains.org   
 

MUSIC & ARTS FESTIVAL 
Haverford & Forrest Ave., Downtown Narbeth 

Sun. June 28, 2015 2pm-7pm 
Stroll around this outdoor street festival 

featuring live local bands & local artist/vendors 
 Painting, photography, pottery, 

furniture, jewelry & more for sale.  Please 
donate one dollar or canned good for charity. 

www. narberthfestival.com 
 

MOONLIGHT MEMORIES CAR SHOW 
York Rd., between Summit Ave. & 

Horsham Rd., Hatboro 
Sat. July 25, 2015 5pm-10pm 

Watch as 500 cars roll into town for this annual 
show.  Enjoy antique cars, classic cars,  

modified cars, “muscle”,  & specialty vehicles . 
www. moonlightmemories.org 

 
ART IN THE PARK 

Mondauk Common Park, Central Pavilion 
1451 Dillon Rd., Amber 

Sat. Aug 15, 2015 9am-3pm 
Art in the Park is an outdoor craft show & 

fundraiser to benefit Upper Dublin Library. 
www.upperdublinlibrary.org 

PINFEST SPRING PINBALL SHOW 
Agri-Plex at the Allentown Fairgrounds 

302 North 17th St., Allentown 
Fri. May 1, 2015 & Sat. May 2, 2015 

Enjoy everything to do with pinball machines.  There will 
be vendor booths with pinball machines, supplies, parts, 

games, game room items, door prizes, tournaments, 
outdoor flea market, & more. 

www.pinfestival.com 
 

BLUES, BREWS, & BARBECUE FESTIVAL 
Downtown 

 800 Block of Hamilton St., Allentown 
Sat. June 13, 2015 

Noon-10pm 
Celebrate this summer with live music by the hottest blues 

bands, mouth watering brews,  delicious BBQ. arts & 
crafts, & much more free family fun! 

www.hamiltondistrictmainstreet.com 

LEHIGH VALLEY SPORTSFEST 
Cedar Beach Park, Allentown 

Thurs. July 16, 2015, Fri. July 17, 2015, Sat. July 18, 2015, 
& July 19, 2015 

This event includes 10,000 amateur athletes, 50 different 
sports, & 150,000 spectators.  A Health & Fitness expo will 
be held as well with the four days of competition.  Check 
out healthy living presentations, sample products, meet 
local vendors, & find new ways to make healthy choices!  

www. sportsfest.org      
 

ROASTING EARS OF CORN FESTIVAL 
Museum of Indian Culture 

 2825 Fish Hatchery Rd., Allentown 
Sat. Aug. 16, 2015 & Sun. Aug. 17, 2015 10am– 6pm 

$7 adults, $5 kids 8-17 & seniors over 62, free 8 & under 
Everything Native American such as live music &  

performances, kids activities, cuisine, and arts & crafts. 
www.museumofindianculture.com 
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TIPS FROM FAMILY GUIDANCE CENTER ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
STUDY :  WORK IS ACTUALLY GOOD FOR 

YOUR HEALTH 
 

     No one is saying your job is easy, but it 
does have some nice features: 

 You get paid for it. 

 You get to talk with coworkers. 

 You have someone to have lunch with. 

 
That’s a recipe for lower levels of stress, a study concludes. 

 

WHAT THE STUDY SHOWS 
 

     In a new study published on line at Social Science & Medicine, researchers at 
Penn State University found significantly and consistently lower levels of cortisol, 
a hormone released in response to stress, in a majority of subjects when they 
were at work compared with when they were at home.  It was true for men and 
women, parents and people without children. 
 

     Most subjects had lower levels of cortisol at work.  It made no difference what 
their occupation was, whether they were single or married, or even if they liked 
their job or not.  But for those who made $75,000 a year or more, their stress 
levels were about the same in either place. 
 

MAKING HOME LESS STRESSFUL 
 

     Women were more likely to say there were happier at work, and men were 
happier at home. 
 

     Del Mar, California psychologist Richard Levak says women could probably 
benefit from some uninterrupted personal time at home.  They should tell their 
families when and for how long they are planning to take a break. 

VASELINE HELPS TO HEAL BURNS 
 

     Researchers at the University of Philippines in Manila found that petroleum 
gel, or Vaseline, healed second-degree burns 
more than one day faster on  
average than treatment with medicated  
dressings.  Fewer dressings were used with the 
Vaseline burn treatment. 
 
     Burn treatment usually involves dressings 
containing silver sulfadiazine, which can’t be 
used on pregnant and breastfeeding women or 
newborns. 
 
     Petroleum gel is especially advised for patients who can’t easily return to the 
hospital for dressing changes. 
 

A Germ-Free Kitchen Sponge 
 

     Even if you wash your kitchen sponge regularly, by hand or in the  
dishwasher, it can still be full of bacteria, 
more bacteria than anywhere else in your 
home.  Those germs can migrate to dishes, 
glasses and countertops. 
 
     The good news:  the best way to  
decontaminate it is also the easiest.  Rinse it, 
wring it out, and microwave it for 30 seconds 
to kill those germs! 

5 WAYS TO STAY AWAKE BEHIND THE WHEEL 
                                                                                 (reprinted from On The Go AAA magazine) 

 
     Feeling too tired to drive?  You’re not alone.  According to a recent AAA Foundation report, drowsy driving is 
a nationwide problem responsible for as many 328,000 auto crashes a year, including 109,000 with injuries and 

6,400 with fatalities.  Don’t rely on coffee to keep you 
awake when driving.  Here are some better suggestions 
for staying alert behind the wheel: 
1. Be prepared.  Get a good night’s rest before em-
barking on a long journey, and plan to drive during 
times you’d normally be awake. 
2. Don’t drive during lulls in energy.  Avoid getting behind the wheel during times of 
the day when your body would rather be doing something else, like sleeping.  According 
to the AAA Foundation, common low-energy times ad mid-afternoon and between     
mid-night and 6am. 
3. Recognize when you’re tired.  Warning signs of fatigue include wandering thoughts, 
trouble focusing your eyes or keeping your head upright, yawning repeatedly,            
tailgating, drifting out of your lane, or being unable to remember the last few miles of 
road. 

4. Talk, snack and take breaks.  Stay alert by talking with passengers.  Enlist their help in spotting signs that you might miss if tired.  Nibble on 
snacks to keep your body’s blood sugar level up, but avoid too much candy since a 
sugar buzz wears off fast.  Stop regularly to stretch your legs; a good guide is a 10– 
to 15-minute break every two hours or 100 miles. 

5. Upgrade to a vehicle with a driver alertness monitor.  If you’re shopping for a new 
car, look for models with driver alertness monitors.  These systems detect drowsy 
driving by using sensors to determine if you drift our of your lane, make repeated 
sudden steering corrections or exhibit physical symptoms of tiredness.  When that 
happens, the monitors activate audible or visual warnings—such as a buzzer and a 
coffee cup icon on the instrument panel—or physical alerts such as a vibration in the 
seat or steering wheel. 
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Party  

Animal, 

Most  

Interesting 

Man??? Now 

THAT’S  

something 

new….we’ve 

heard other  

adjectives   

describing  

Steve but  

maybe  

turning 50 

changes all 

that. =) 

Steve Bright joined the 

AARP club by turning 

the big 5-0!  His office  

exploded with  

streamers and banners  

celebrating his  

milestone.  And look, 

Steve was actually  

smiling that we made a 

fuss!!!   

IN THE OFFICE 
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ABOVE: 

A  robin in 

the middle 

of winter?!? 

There’s 

hope that 

spring is 

coming. 

 

LEFT: 

Even the 

snow man is 

having the 

crap of this 

weather! 

LEFT: 

All bundled up and operating a pad foot 

roller is Rob Jones.  Just your typical FDR 

job in Ohio over the winter months.  

Brrrrrrr it’s cold out there! 

 

                 BELOW: 

Yup….it says 1.6 degrees with  

          a wind chill of –5! 

HOW  WAS IT? 

1950 



  

 

 

E. J. Breneman and EJB Paving  
are really making the rounds on 
the internet.  We now have 

 social media accounts at the 
following places. Like us, follow us, 

let people know about it! 

 LinkedIn  
http://www.linkedin.com/company/e.j.-
breneman-l.p. 
http://www.linkedin.com/company/ejb-
paving-&-materials-co- 

 Twitter 
http://www.twitter.com/ejbreneman 
http://www.twitter.com/ejbpaving 

 YouTube 
http://www.youtube.com/ejbreneman 

 Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/ejb1117 
http://www.facebook.com/ejbpaving 

 
And don’t forget to check out our 

WebPages too. 
http://www.ejbreneman.com 

http://www.ejbpaving.com 

———————————— 

Don’t forget to check the  
employee portion of our website to 

find out what items are  
currently being sold! 

  

http://www.ejbreneman.com/
Employees.php 

  

Or select  
“Employees (log-in required)”  

from the menu at the very  
bottom of any page. 

  

Your login and password are both: 
ejbee. 

Sign up to receive your  
DIRECT DEPOSIT  

notice by email, and do your part 
to help contribute to the  

company’s initiative to be GREENGREEN.  
You get your paystub  

electronically about two days  
before payday, and the  

company saves money on paper 
and envelopes. Send an email to 

hr@ejbreneman.com 
for more information. 
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We welcome Teresa (Tee)  
Dietrich who recently joined 
the E.J. Breneman family.  Tee 
resides in Exeter Township with 
her  wonderful husband Rick, 
her twin sons Andrew & Austin, 
and one cute pup named 
Chevy.  Tee handles the  
accounting for Miller Municipal 
Supply as well as assisting 
Amanda with customers.  She 
will eventually learn about making signs.  Tee will allocate her time  
between MMS and assisting the Accounting department, but will be 
physically spending most of her time in the MMS office.   

Welcome aboard Tee! 

 
MILLER MUNICIPAL SUPPLY 

LEFT:   
Hold your horses!  It didn’t take Tee long to really get into 
the swing of things at Miller.   She hopped right on “Betsy” 
and took over the reigns as she brings in a delivery. 

RIGHT: 
L is for Lincoln.  Jeff DeMarte isn’t back in school.  

It’s just a special sign he completed for  their  
customer Morgan Rail. 

 

Lincoln, Lincoln I’ve been thinkin’ if this world was 
made of glass, all the people in the nation would 

be sliding on their Lincoln, Lincoln!  

http://www.linkedin.com/company/e.j.-breneman-l.p.
http://www.linkedin.com/company/e.j.-breneman-l.p.
http://www.linkedin.com/company/ejb-paving-&-materials-co-
http://www.linkedin.com/company/ejb-paving-&-materials-co-
http://www.twitter.com/ejbreneman
http://www.twitter.com/ejbpaving
http://www.youtube.com/ejbreneman
http://www.facebook.com/ejb1117
http://www.facebook.com/ejbpaving
http://www.ejbreneman.com
http://www.ejbpaving.com/
http://www.ejbreneman.com/Employees.php
http://www.ejbreneman.com/Employees.php
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RIGHT: 
Seems like it’s Mike 
Polak vs the deer.  I 

think the little guy in 
the middle was smart 

enough not to cross 
the road but pretty 

sure Mike’s count is 
in the double digits 

now.  So fellow deer 
beware!  

FIREFIGHTERS BRAVE SUBFREEZING COLD TO SELL FASTNACHTS 
        Author:  Jennifer Joas, Reporter, JJoas@wfmz.com 
 

Fat Tuesday means it’s time to indulge in a Pennsylvania Dutch delicacy.  The Mount Penn Fire Company is raising money by selling fastnachts for 
the 47th year, but the frigid weather is serving a minor setback.  Firefighters made 2,000 dozen fastnachts and normally sell out over the weekend, 
but come Monday, they still had 200-300 dozen left. 
 

“Normally, we are pretty good with it, but this year it is a little cold outside and it has been tough,” said Timothy Belschwinder, a Mount Penn 
firefighter.  While firefighters were out in the cold selling fastnachts, employees at Hershey harvest in Laureldale were sweating it out by the deep 
fryers.  “It is a big deal for us.  Every year we make a lot because people come in to satisfy their craving every year, “ said Bob Hershey, the store’s 
owner.  Hershey Harvest had already sold out for the day.  Employees make about 3,600 dozen fastnachts that they start selling in January.  One 
thousand dozen are sold between Monday and Fat Tuesday alone.  “Today, we sold out a little earlier because of the snow prediction for  
tomorrow, but we can only do like 500 dozen a day and we are done,” said Hershey.  Hershey Harvest is still taking orders though, so if you  
reserve them soon or visit the Mount Penn fire station, 2711 Grant St., you can get your fastnacht fix. 
 

Read more from WFM.com at http://www.wfmz.com/news/news-regional-berks/firefighters-brave-subfreezing-cold-to-sell-
fastnachts/31301830#.VONO61AOTgc.email 

ABOVE AND RIGHT:   
That’s our own Tim Belschwinder dressed in firefighter attire! 

It seems that cops aren’t the only  one in uniform who can relate to 
donuts.  For more insight read the story below. 

TIPS TO REDUCE THE ODDS OF A DEER COLLISION 
Reprinted from Flagger Force  “In The Zone” November/December 2014 

 Keep in mind that deer generally travel in herds—if you see one, there is 

a strong possibility others are nearby.  Slow Down! 

 Be aware of posted deer crossing signs.  These are placed in active deer      

crossing areas. 

 Remember deer are most active in the early morning and late evening. 

 Use high beam headlamps when there are no vehicles in front of you at 

night to illuminate the areas from which deer will enter roadways. 

 Scan the road ahead as well as either side of the road as you travel 

through rural areas. 

 If a deer collision seems inevitable, attempting to swerve out of the way 

could cause you to lose control of your vehicle or place you in the path of 

an        oncoming vehicle.  Always do your best to remain in control. 

EJB’s personal 
tip: 

Don’t ride  
anywhere with 

Mike Polak! 
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ABOVE: 
Becky Steltz checks out the hot  
cuisine while Rosemary Sobotor 

decides who gets her vote. 

OUR STAFF KNOWS HOW TO HAVE FUN  

That was some darn good meat & beans! 

Phil Wagner —1st place Traditional Chili 

John —Venison Chili 

Charlene—Turkey Chili 

Cindy— White Bean Chicken Chili 

Glen—Wings 

Steve—Gumbo 

Not gonna 

tell her! 

BELOW: 
Rex Jandrew tries to smooth talk Steve Bright  

in revealing his secret ingredients but  
Steve is tight lip as ever! 
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LEFT:  Always nice to see a man in an apron!  
Glenn McNeil cooked AND cleaned up at our 
luncheon get together. 
 

BELOW: 
Everything was so delicious Paul Yeich went 

back for seconds.   

Food, glorious food! 

 

ABOVE: 
Michele Mull, Steve Bright,  

Linda Sanchez and Paul Yeich  
chowed down. 

 

ABOVE:   With their plates heaping over, Phil Wagner, John DeMartino and  
Jon Arsenault tried not to make “a pig” of themselves.   

RIGHT: 
With Easter fast 

approaching and 
trying to get rid 
of the snow day 
blues the office  

brought covered 
dishes and 

cooked a ham . 
 

The girls  
partaking in the 
meal are  Sonia 

Orozco, Rex 
Jandrew, Cindy 

Levan, Paula 
Blankenbiller 

and Kristina 
Stover.  Oh and 

Rusty Hoover 
hiding behind 

Kristina. 

RIGHT: 
Miller Municipal gals Amanda 

Smith and Tee Dietrich were 
wrapped up in their work and 

in green for the 17th of March.  

ABOVE: 
Blarney!  Rex Jandrew, Charlene 

Zawaski, Cindy Levan and Rosemary 
Sobotor  have those smiling Irish eyes. 

 

RIGHT: 
 On St. Patrick’s Day everyone is Irish! 

That includes Jonathan O’Arsenault, 
Jake O’Rhody, Becky O’Steltz,  

Sonia McOrozco, Maryanne  
McMohan, Kristina McStover,  

John McDeMartino. 

` 
                                                                  
PADDY is derived from the Irish, Padraig: the 
source of those mysterious, emerald double-D’s. 
PATTY is the diminutive of Patricia, or a  
burger, and just not something you call a fella! 
There isn’t a sinner in Ireland that would refer to 
a Patrick as “Patty”.  It’s as simple as that. 

Me Irish eyes are 

smiling.  Wait! 

I’m not Irish! 
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     It is nice to look back on the history of our Company and reminisce about things that took place and to see how the landscapes 
have changed over the years.  Since our three day Company Wide Safety/Training Day in January, I realized that of all the employees 
we have, I might know half of them.  It also dawned on me that many of you have no idea who E.J. Breneman was, what our  
Company originally did, where we started and how we moved to our present day office and business sites.                              
 

     Earle J. Breneman was a businessman who bought the Construction Division of the Pottstown Valite Company in 1941.  The    
company’s work consisted of supplying road tars, asphalt, stone, slag and gravel.  Some of these materials were used in the           
construction of the Northeast Extension of the Pennsylvania Turnpike and the Schuylkill Expressway.  In later years, E.J. Breneman, 
L.P. would be awarded the “Pioneer of the Interstate Highway System Award” from former Secretary of State General Colin Powell 
and the American Road & Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA) in Washington D.C. 
 

     Later in 1948, E.J. Breneman purchased land in Sinking Spring, Pennsylvania in order to quarry limestone.  There was already a 
small quarry or aggregate hole on the premises which was then expanded when a complete stone crushing facility was built.  About 
12 years later a bituminous concrete plant was erected on the same property just off of Reedy Road in Sinking Spring.  The quarry 
had a large crusher and a washing system for cleaning aggregate for use in chip seals.  There were many different conveyor systems 
that placed crushed aggregate in different piles around the main crusher.  In the quarry hole large trucks took blasted rock to the 
crusher.  There was a secondary crusher in the hole that could break up the larger rock into smaller chunks that would be dumped at 
the main crusher.  There where large P&H excavators and large front end loaders to pick up the blasted rock and place into the 
trucks for transporting out of the quarry hole.  Three large pumps pumped water from the quarry bottom into the Cacoosing Creek 
that ran alongside the quarry on its north edge.  If for some reason the pumps shut off, the water level in the quarry would very 
quickly rise. There was one large single cinder block building that was used for welding repairs.  This sat by the side of a long old 
chicken coup that we used for storage of smaller construction equipment. A second story in the chicken coup allowed us to keep 
traffic control equipment dry and made for a good dry area to paint wooden barricades in the winter months.  Breneman employees 
used to set the explosives and detonate all the shot to blast the limestone apart.  The quarry foreman Doc Campbell and                 
construction foreman Cliff Kreamer did most of this work until the late seventies when it was contracted out.      
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    The quarry had a very productive life.  It  
supplied aggregate to both the batch plant and, 

then in the seventies and eighties, to the Cedar Rapids Drum Mix Plant.  It also supplied stone to our own chip seal program, to many 
private customers and to local municipalities.  One interesting feature that many don’t realize is that a lot of the rock in Blue Marsh 
Lake recreation area and parking lots came from our Sinking Spring Quarry.  Many of the roadways, parking areas and bank  
stabilization projects in the lake area were undertaken with E.J. Breneman, Inc.  materials and crews.  The office was located on top 
of the hill opposite the back of the current store Giant.  The crusher and stock piles would have been located west in the green 
meadow along Yerger Boulevard.  The old shop and equipment yard would have been at the back of the quarry where we also 
stored asphalt tankers, pipe and other construction materials.   The quarry was closed due to the projected cost of building a new 
crusher and a lack of reserve of good quality  aggregate.  It seems like only yesterday….                       
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       News from the Home Front  

LEFT AND ABOVE:   
The Stover children  enjoying the 
farm life at the Pennsylvania Farm 
Show.  We are farmers!  Dum de 
dum dum dum dum dum…. 

THREE PICTURES BELOW:  The 
Arsenault’s go to Disney World!  
Luke plays the part of Jake in the 
Neverland pirate show and Julia 

transforms into a  beautiful  
mermaid.  Jon, Dottie, Julia and Luke 
are all smiles outside of Cinderella's 

castle.  No wonder Jon was singing “Let 
it Go!” the week before he left for 

vacation. 

 

LEFT: 
Becky Steltz is star struck 
when she gets  her picture 
taken with actor David  
Boreanaz of TV fame Angel 
and Bones.   They both   
volunteered at the Flyers 
Wives Carnival.  Oh 
yeah….Roy  volunteered too. 
 

RIGHT:   
Do we have another set of 

twins?  Or does Sefton Polak 
have a part time job as an  

ice-guy at the Lehigh Valley 
Phantoms?  You decide. 

LEFT: 
Emory Edwards reaction when told he was going to run the 
UItra-Thin paver and be out of town all year.  Just kidding 
Emory, it will only be a few months! haha 

RIGHT: 
Rodney Treichler  

has another delight 
to call him Pop-Pop!  
Ava Eleni Treichler 

was born at 10:47 am 
weighing 7 lbs 10 oz 
with a length of 20.5 
inches.  What a cutie 

pattutie! 



  

 

 

 

31 LEFT:  Becky Steltz and Roy Knieriem 
got  up close and  personal at a “meet 
and greet” performance with the cast 
of  Dancing With the Stars Live Tour. 
 

BELOW: 
Talk about up close...Roy  

Knieriem performs on stage…”I’m all 
about that bass, about the bass, no 

treble”. 

BELOW:  Even in Thailand Rusty Magee is all about  

Safety First!  Are you wearing your life  

guard gear too Rusty?!? 

BELOW:  Stover men  showing  off 
their Philly style! 

ABOVE: 
Looks like T.J. and Kristin 

Reinert are lost in the  
moment on their wedding 

day. 
 

RIGHT: 
Jon Gibas and wife Lauren  

after saying I do. 
 

LEFT:  Becky Steltz’s 
daughter tied the knot and 
the two became Jessica 
and Collin Flood.   
 
 

 
 
 

Cheers to the happy  
couples! 



  

 

 32 
STREET SMART TRAVELS! 

ABOVE: 
Little Tim Belschwinder does just like  

daddy does when reading his copy of Street 
Smart. 

 
 

RIGHT: 
While in the Islands and between  

golf holes Roger Schmidt catches up  
on the happenings of the office. 

 
Hey Roger,  

Why do golfers wear 
two pairs of trousers?  

In case  you get  
a hole in one! 

 

10 Years 
Thomas Marx—1/3/2005 

 

30 Years 
John Kennedy—4/15/1985 

MILESTONES 

 

E J BRENEMAN/EJB PAVING 
1117-1119 SNYDER ROAD 
WEST LAWN  PA 19609 

STREET SMART STAFF 
 

Mike Polak, Charlene Zawaski, Becky Steltz,  
Paula Blankenbiller, Maryanne Mohan,  

Jonathan Arsenault, and Amanda Smith. 
  

Published and written IN-HOUSE tri-annually  
 for the employees of:  

E.J. Breneman, L.P., and  
EJB Paving & Materials Co.  

 
 All comments and/or corrections are welcome.   

Contact the staff by calling 610-678-1913. 

Anyone traveling or working on company business or private vacations around the USA or international  
travel, please take a copy of Street Smart with you.  Have your photo taken with the Street Smart while at that location.  
Send the photo to Becky or email it to her with an explanation of where it was taken, who is in the photo and any short  
story as to why you were at that place of interest.  This could also be a photo taken on a project site.  We love to know 

where our company employees spend their time! 

RIGHT: 
Word of Street 

Smart must   
definitely travel. 
Looks like even a  

Wizard of Harry 
Potter at Universal  

Studios, Florida 
enjoys perusing 

the latest events  
of EJB.   


